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California:  Leading  a national approach for preparedness  with EMS to HIE  
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Health IT Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
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 Purpose:  To modernize the 
nation’s Health IT Infrastructure 
so that individuals, their 
providers, and communities can 
use it to help achieve health & 
wellness goals 



A Shared Nationwide Interoperability Roadmap 
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State Medicaid Director (SMD) Letter 

• The CMS Medicaid Data and Systems Group and ONC Office of Policy have 
partnered to update the guidance on how states may support health 
information exchange and interoperable systems to best support Medicaid 
providers in attesting to Meaningful Use Stages 2 and 3: 

• This updated guidance will allow Medicaid HITECH funds to support all 
Medicaid providers that Eligible Providers want to coordinate care with. 

• Medicaid HITECH funds can now support HIE onboarding and systems for 
emergency medical services (EMS) providers, behavioral health providers, 
long term care providers, substance abuse treatment providers, home 
health providers, correctional health providers, social workers, and so on. 

• It may also support the HIE on-boarding of laboratory, pharmacy or public 
health providers. 
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Matching funds available through 2021 

This update, per the HITECH statute, allows 90/10 
Federal/State matching funding for State 
Medicaid Agencies that may be used for: 

“pursuing initiatives to encourage the adoption of 
certified EHR technology to promote health care 
quality and the exchange of health care 
information under this title, subject to applicable 
laws and regulations governing such exchange.”* 
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Contracting and electronic health data exchange 

General Guidelines 

• The contract should have bi-lateral termination clauses without 
penalty given within a certain notice period. 

• The contract should stipulate that it may not be transferred by 
one party without written approval of the other party. 

• The contract should have a definition section for anything that 
is not readily understandable. 

• The contract should spell out what happens in the event of 
default by either party and should be as evenly weighted as can 
be possibly negotiated. 
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Contracting guidelines 

• The contract should spell out who owns the data (clinic/agency 
should have complete data ownership) and that the data will be 
returned in a nonproprietary form (standard, interoperable) should 
the agreement between the two parties be terminated for any 
reason. 

• The contract should also include language regarding the vendor 
turning over source code, data models, design documents, etc. 
should it, for whatever reason, go out of business or cease to 
operate. 

• The contract should spell out whether the cost of the system 
includes upgrades, patches, etc. and, if so, how many, who is 
responsible for applying them, at what cost, and what happens if an 
upgrade negatively impacts the system. 
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Contracting Guidelines 

The contract should be structured to include a progressive 
payment schedule based on the achievement of certain 
implementation milestones.  

• Example:  

•  15% Signing of contract 

•  10% Installation of software and hardware 

•  20% Completion of training 

•  25% Completion of system testing 

•  30% Final system acceptance 
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ONC Initiatives, Resources, and Tools to Support EMS 

10 

https://www.healthit.gov/commitment  

https://www.healthit.gov/commitment


ONC Initiatives, Resources, and Tools to Support EMS 
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https://www.healthit.gov/techlab/ipg/  

https://www.healthit.gov/techlab/ipg/


ONC Initiatives, Resources, and Tools to Support EMS 
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http://dashboard.healthit.gov/dashboards/health-it-program-
grantees.php#advance-interoperability  

http://dashboard.healthit.gov/dashboards/health-it-program-grantees.php%23advance-interoperability
http://dashboard.healthit.gov/dashboards/health-it-program-grantees.php%23advance-interoperability


ONC Initiatives, Resources, and Tools to Support EMS 
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http://www.hhs.gov/idealab/projects-item/ems-to-hie/  

https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/Issue
Brief-NationalEMS_Use_Cases.pdf  

http://www.hhs.gov/idealab/projects-item/ems-to-hie/
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/IssueBrief-NationalEMS_Use_Cases.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/IssueBrief-NationalEMS_Use_Cases.pdf


ONC Initiatives, Resources, and Tools to Support EMS 
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https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/electronic-health-and-medical-records/interoperability-
electronic-health-and-medical-records/the-real-hipaa-supports-interoperability/  

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/electronic-health-and-medical-records/interoperability-electronic-health-and-medical-records/the-real-hipaa-supports-interoperability/
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/electronic-health-and-medical-records/interoperability-electronic-health-and-medical-records/the-real-hipaa-supports-interoperability/


Federal Collaboration to Support EMS 

• Federal partnerships with 
ASPR and NHTSA 

• Participation in Federal 
Stakeholder groups 
(FICEMS, CEMC) 

• Prevention of duplicative 
and siloed efforts 
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2016 ONC Annual Meeting 
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https://www.healthit.gov/oncmeeting 
 

https://www.healthit.gov/oncmeeting


@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC 

Questions? 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Lee Stevens (Lee.Stevens@hhs.gov) 

Rachel Abbey (Rachel.Abbey@hhs.gov)  
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