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DATE:		December 3, 2014

TO:			Commission on EMS

FROM:		Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
			Director

PREPARED BY:	Lisa Witchey, Manager
	Personnel Standards Unit

SUBJECT:		Community Paramedicine 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding Community Paramedicine.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

On October 13, 2014 the Health Workforce Pilot Projects (HWPP) Program submitted a recommendation for approval to the Director of the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) regarding EMSA’s application to test Community Paramedicine (CP) through the HWPP. OSHPD Director Bob David will accept public comments until November 12, 2014, and may make a decision after the close of the public comment period.  

Next Steps

We anticipate receiving the final decision from OSHPD in late November 2014, and if approved, the HWPP program will convene an advisory committee to provide oversight of the CP pilot project.  The pilot sites will identify paramedics who will participate in core and local CP training beginning in mid-January 2015.  Training will be provided over 8 weeks, and offered in seven locations throughout the state.  

Beginning in June 2015, the CP pilot sites will be activated and will provide CP services according to approved protocols.  Local advisory committees will continue to meet and provide oversight, reviewing 100% of patient encounters to ensure patient safety during the pilot.  The HWPP committee will also review aggregated patient encounter data as an additional patient safety measure.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The EMS Authority will continue to keep the Commission informed on the progress of the Community Paramedicine pilot program.
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