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DATE:

March 18, 2015

TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Dr. Howard Backer, Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief


Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Ebola Preparedness Activities                                 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information on preparedness activities related to Ebola Virus Disease (Ebola). 
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

The Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) continues to be involved in preparedness activities related to Ebola Virus Disease (Ebola) in partnership with the California Department of Public Health’s Center for Infectious Disease (CDPH-CID) and Emergency Preparedness Office (CDPH-EPO) and local emergency medical services agencies.  

CDPH-CID tracks travelers returning from Ebola-affected countries that are currently being monitored by local health departments.  Upon notification by CDPH of which counties are monitoring travelers, EMSA promotes coordination between the local EMS agency and the local health department to assure EMS agency involvement in the monitoring process should a monitored person develop symptoms. This may involve calling the local EMS agency directly to confirm their knowledge of the process.  

EMS transport for patients at risk for Ebola is unique in consideration of the status of the patient, the origin and destination locations.  This requires collaboration between public health, healthcare, and EMS to develop an individual plan in advance of the transport, 
including movement from remote areas of the state, which presents unique logistical challenges.  EMSA participates in planning calls to develop these individual plans.

In the absence of direction from the Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal OSHA) of the California Department of Industrial Relations, EMS is following the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Guidance on the use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  EMSA also leads an EMS PPE Technical Committee to assist in this effort and continues to work with Cal OSHA on the development of their requirements for EMS.  
The “Interim Recommended Policies and Procedures for EMS Personnel for the Contact, Management, and Transport of Potential Ebola Virus Disease Patients” developed by a collaboration of EMSA and local EMS Administrators and Medical Directors will evolve as federal and state requirements and guidelines are developed and revised.  These policies and procedures require a departure from the usual day-to-day operations: analogous to specialized treatment hospitals, not every EMS agency or ambulance will be outfitted and trained to transport a suspected or confirmed Ebola patient. Transport distance is limited by time that a provider can comfortably maintain PPE.
EMSA will continue to lead conference calls with local EMS agencies followed by calls with the broad EMS stakeholder community as recommended policies and procedures evolve.  
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