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Community Paramedicine Fact Sheet 
 

What is Community Paramedicine? 
Community Paramedicine (CP) is a model of community-based health care in which 
paramedics function outside their customary emergency response and transport roles in 
ways that facilitate more appropriate use of emergency care resources and enhance 
access to primary care for medically underserved populations. CP programs typically 
are designed to address specific local problems. Interest in community paramedicine 
has substantially grown in recent years based on the belief that it may improve access 
to and quality of care while also reducing costs. 

 

Community Paramedicine fills healthcare service gaps, 
without replacing healthcare workers. 
CP focuses on providing services, where access to care is limited, or a short term 
intervention is needed. By targeting locally identified health care needs, and offering a 
creative solution to fill local health care gaps, CP helps to increase access to care, and 
often reduces health care costs by providing the right level of care based on the 
individuals medical needs. 

 

Community Paramedics are not independent practitioners; 
they work under clear medical control of a physician, 
receiving direction and supervision to ensure patient safety. 
The Community Paramedic training program builds upon the training and skill sets of 
experienced paramedics.  Additional training in patient assessment, clinical skills and 
familiarity with the other healthcare providers and social services available in a local 
community will all be a part of the required training, and will lead to a more integrated 
approach to health care delivery. 

 

Where are there Community Paramedic programs? 
North Carolina, Colorado, Minnesota, Maine, and Texas have implemented variations of 
community paramedicine.  These programs have demonstrated that paramedics can be 
trained to safely and effectively perform an expanded role, with cost savings.  An 
example of this is the CP program in Fort Worth, Texas, which is funded by healthcare 
systems and provider groups on either a fixed amount per visit or a percent of 
demonstrated cost savings from preventable emergency department visits or 
hospitalizations. In Colorado a single county program saved $1,250 per visit in health 
care costs for each of its 29 patients in the first year. 
 

California CP Pilot Program: 
The California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) is working in partnership 
with the California HealthCare Foundation in implementing community paramedicine, 
utilizing the Health Workforce Pilot Program option through the Office of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development to test the concept in California. 
 
Visit OSHPD’s website to learn more about HWPP and to review an abstract of this 
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project at: http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/hwdd/HWPP.html 

Project #  Pilot Test 
Concept 

EMS Providers  Pilot Project Manager 

CP001  Alt Trans 
Destinations 

Santa Monica, 
Glendale 

Baxter Larmon, PhD, MICP 
UCLA Center for Prehospital Care 
David Geffen School of Medicine 
10990 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1450 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Office 310 903 0631 
Blarmon@mednet.ucla.edu 

CP002  Post Discharge 
(CHF) 

Glendale Fire 
Departments 

Steven J. Rottman, MD 
Professor of Emergency Medicine David Geffen School 
of Medicine Medical Director, UCLA Center for 
Prehospital Care 
10990 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1450 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Tel: 310.794‐0595 
Rottman@ucla.edu 

CP003  Alt Trans 
Destinations 

Fountain Valley, 
Huntington 
Beach & Newport 
Beach Fire 
Departments 

Vicki Sweet MSN, RN, CEN, FAEN 
County of Orange Health Care Agency 
405 W. Fifth Street  Suite 301A 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
714‐834‐5034 
vsweet@ochca.com 

CP004  Post Discharge 
Follow Up 

Butte County 
EMS 

Neal Cline, RN, JD, CFRN 
Butte County EMS 
5959 Pacific Street 
Rocklin, CA 95677 
Office 530‐332‐7933 Cell 530‐680‐2428 
Neal.cline@enloe.org 
 
 

CP005  Directly 
Observed TB 
Treatment 

AMR Ventura  Michael Taigman, General Manager 
American Medical Response Ventura 
616 Fitch Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
Office 510‐593‐5730 
Mike.taigman@amr.net 

CP006  Hospice 
Support 

AMR Ventura   Michael Taigman, General Manager 
American Medical Response Ventura 
616 Fitch Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
Office 510‐593‐5730 
Mike.taigman@amr.net 

CP007  Post Discharge 
Follow Up 

Alameda City Fire 
Department  

Elsie Kusel 
Alameda County EMS Agency 
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Frequent 911 
Callers 

1000 San Leandro Blvd, Suite 200 
San Leandro, CA 94557 
Office 510‐618‐2003 
Brandon.Rowley@acgov.org 

CP008  Post Discharge 
Follow up 

San Bernardino 
County Fire 
Department 

Leslie Parham,  
San Bernardino County Fire Department 
157 W. 5th Street, Second Floor 
San Bernardino, CA 92415‐0451 
LParham@sbcfire.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CP009  Alt 
Destinations 

Carlsbad Fire 
Department 

Linda Allington, RN, MPH, MPA 
City of Carlsbad Fire Department 
2560 Orion Way 
Carlsbad, CA 92010 
Office:(760) 931‐2175 
Linda.Allington@carlsbadca.gov 

CP010  Frequent 911 
Callers 

City of San Diego 
& Rural Metro 
Corp 

Anne Marie Jenson, PM 
Rural/Metro Ambulance Company 
1010 Second Avenue, Suite 300 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Office 619‐533‐4338 
ajensen@sandiego.gov 

CP012  Alt 
Destinations 
(Mental 
Health) 

AMR Stanislaus  Linda Diaz, BSN, RN, PHN 
Mountain Valley ‐ EMS 
1101 Standiford Ave. Ste D‐1 
Modesto, Calif. 95350 
209‐566‐7207 (direct line) 
209‐529‐5085 (office) 209‐769‐2063 (cell) 
ldiaz@mvemsa.com 
 
 
 
 

CP013  Post Discharge 
Follow Up 

Medic 
Ambulance 

James Pierson, Vice President 
Medic Ambulance Service 
506 Couch Street 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
Office 707‐644‐1761 
Jpierson@medicambulance.net 
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Visit OSHPD's website to learn more about HWPP and to review an Abstract of this 
project at: http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/hwdd/HWPP.html 

 

California CP Pilot Timeline: 
Activity  Time Frame 

 
Emergency Medical Services Authority submits 
Community Paramedicine Pilot Project application to 
OSHPD. 
 

 
December 20, 2013 

 
Health Workforce Pilot Project HWPP #173 Community 
Paramedicine application deemed complete by 
OSHPD. 
 

 
February 18, 2014 

 
OSHPD Directors Approval of HWPP #173 
 

 
November 14, 2014 

 

Core Community Paramedicine Training provided by 
the UCLA Center for Prehospital Care, under the 
direction of Dr. Baxter Larmon, Director, UCLA Center 
for Prehospital Care & Professor at the David Geffen 
School of Medicine.  77 of the 79 enrolled Students 
graduated from this program.   
 

 
 
 

January 7, 2015 thru 
February 19, 2015 

 

Local Site Specific Training conducted within each Pilot 
Project Site 
 
 

 

February 20, 2015 – June 1, 
2015 

 
Baseline Data Report submitted to OSHPD by UCSF’s 
Independent Evaluation Team in accordance with 
regulation. 
 

 
 
May 29, 2015 

 
OSHPD Approves CP 004 Butte, Post Discharge, CP 
005 Ventura Directly Observed TB Medication, & CP 
007 Alameda, Post Discharge for June 1, 2015 
Implementation. 
 
 

 
 
May 28, 2015 

OSHPD Approves CP 006 Ventura Hospice, CP 007 
Alameda Frequent 911 User & San Bernardino Post 
Discharge for July 1, 2015 Implementation.    
 
 

 
June 29, 2015 
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How can I learn more about Community Paramedicine? 
Contact the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) for more information about 
California’s Community Paramedicine pilot project, the goals and benefits of integrating 
Paramedics into the health delivery system and the long term outcomes of exploring 
Community Paramedicine. 

 
Lou Meyer Priscilla Rivera 
Project Manager  Personnel Standards Manager 
Community Paramedicine  Emergency Medical Services Authority 
Mobile: (209) 507-2386 (916) 431-3707 
Office: (916) 431-3709 Priscilla.Rivera@emsa.ca.gov  
Lou.Meyer@emsa.ca.gov 


