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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

MARINES’ MEMORIAL CLUB AND HOTEL
609 SUTTER STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA   94102
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2010
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Chuck Baucom, Sheldon Gilbert, Dev A. GnanaDev, M.D., David Herfindahl, M.D., Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, Helen Najar, Robert Mackersie, M.D., Matthew Powers, Eric Rudnick, M.D., Jane Smith,  Lewis Stone 
Chris Van Gorder, FACHE
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Eugene Hardin, M.D., Dave Teter 
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Jerry Allison, Reba Anderson, June Iljana, Johnathan Jones, June Leicht, Cheryl Lepley, Sheila Martin, Tom McGinnis, Robin R Robinson, Lisa Schoenthal, Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, Sean Trask 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Wes Podboy, San Bernardino Sheriff

Debbie Bervel, San Bernardino Sheriff

Jeff Rose, San Bernardino Sheriff

Todd Paterson, San Bernardino Sheriff

Steve Carroll, Ventura County EMS

Melanie Snowdon, Upland Fire Department

Gail Dodge, Cal EMA Trauma Committee

Dan Gerard, Oakland Fire Department

Tim Rolan, Ukiah Valley Medical Center

Marcy Metz, San Diego County EMS

Jim Wyatt, San Jose Fire Department

David Shatz, UC Davis

Reema Makani, San Diego Medical Service

Nancy Lapolla, Santa Barbara EMS

Jeremy & Ally Van Elgort, San Jose Fire Department

Greg Boswell, OCEMS

Arthur Hsieh, SFPA

Andy Swartzell, San Ramon Valley Fire Department

Marie Podboy, San Bernardino County Sheriff Department

Jeff & Mary Russell, LA County Fire Department

Robert Culhane, Huntington Beach Fire Department

Eric Engderg, Huntington Beach Fire Department

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
John Ross, Contra Costa County Fire

Karen Crain-Riddle, S-SVEMS Agency

Ken Bobinski, Cal EMA

Marc Eckstein, LAFD

Vickie Pinette, S-SVEMS

Michael Van Elgort, SJFD

Dan Burch, San Joaquin County EMS

Stew McGehee, San Jose Fire Department
Mark Hartwig, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Michael Antonucci, Cal Chiefs

Calvin Freeman, CVC

Denice Stiles, ICEMA
Ellen Chavez, CPCS

Layne Contreras, Los Angeles County Fire

David Frelinger, Los Angeles Fire Department

Crystal D Wright, MCFD
Tom Ronay, SLO Co EMS

Consuelo Yokum, SCO MVDR

Curtis Darnell, Santa Clara Co Communications
Jesse Vela, LA Co Fire Department

David Magnino, CHP

Brenda Staffan, CAA

Heather Davis, UCLA

Mike Giannini, Cal Chiefs, Marin County Fire

Jan Ogar, San Mateo Co EMS

Leslie Parham, San Bernardino County Fire

Janet Hogan

Sue Pach

Anne Sperbeck

Robert J. Kessler, Stockton Fire Department

Bart Lewis, Orange City Fire Department
Steve Andriese, MVEMSA

Bill Koenig, LA Co EMS

Suzy Goodrich, Orange City Fire Department

Sandy Carnes

Julia Abubo, RN

Barry Hurd, Del Puerto, EMS

Don Campbell, Air Methods

Leigh Overton, SB Co Fire

Ray Navarro, CSFD/Cal Chiefs

Belinda Schafer, Butte College

Kristin Thomson, Anaheim Fire

Kara Davis, RN, Nor Cal EMS

Theresa Farina, SFPA

Pamela Martinez, Ontario Fire

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued)
Miles Julihn, Marin EMS Agency

Ken Miller, OCEMS/OCFA

Josh Davies, Santa Clara County EMS

Laurie Brown, Santa Clara County EMS

Bruce Haynes, San Diego County

Alla Francis, CDCR/CPHCS

Tom Lynch, Santa Clara County EMS

Kim Roderick, Palo Alto Fire

Darren McMillen, Cal-Fire/South Santa Clara

Paul Willette, Stockton Fire Department

Felipe Rodriguez, Stockton Fire Department

Marilyn Anderson, Vista Fire Department

Sam Barnett, San Mateo EMS
Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

Kevin White, CPF
Barbara Pletz, AMR

Dan Humphreys, LMV Lifeguard

Cathy Ord, NBFD

David Bertka, Garden Grove Fire

Richard Murdock, MVEMSA

Jim Wold, Stockton Fire Department

Cathy Chidester, LA Co EMS Agency

Dave Manzeck, Contra Costa Fire

David Huseman, SJFD
Alex Ruiz, SJFD

Gustave Gonzalez, SJFD
Jeff Rubin, Retired EMSA

Jennifer Rubin

Rita Rubin

Dan Spiess, Nor-Cal EMS

Charlotte Alexander, SLO Co EMSA

Reza Vaezazizi, ICEMA

Nancy Steiner, Retired EMSA

R. Steven Tharratt, M.D. 
1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Colleen Kuhn called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  A quorum was present.  She stated public comments should be kept to a five minute maximum.  She introduced Richard Watson, former director of EMSA, and a military veteran in the Korean War, who led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 MINUTES
Commissioner Chris Van Gorder moved to approve the minutes and Commissioner Dev GnanaDev seconded.  Action:  Moved (Van Gorder).  Seconded (GnanaDev).  Motion was passed.  Minutes were approved.   Commissioners Dr. Eric Rudnick, Dr. David Herfindahl and Matt Powers abstained from voting due to their absence at the September 2010 meeting. 
3.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Daniel R. Smiley, EMSA’s Acting Director, delivered the Director’s Report.  He acknowledged Dr. Steve Tharratt’s presence in the audience (for the EMS Awards) and added Dr. Tharratt had accepted a new post as the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation’s Chief Medical Executive. Mr. Smiley stated his tenure as Acting Director was unknown and any changes to that status are up to Jerry Brown, the Governor Elect, who assumes office January 3, 2011.  Until then, his goal is to make emergency medical services in the state as good as it can be.  He introduced Dr. Jerry Allison, who is the new medical consultant for the EMS Authority.  Dr. Allison has been involved in the areas of enforcement and disciplinary issue with the Authority for the past year.
There was brief discussion regarding the state budget being approved; however, a $6 billion gap remains and implications to EMSA (other than the hiring freeze) are still unknown.  He added budget woes for the next fiscal year are just as daunting with a $20 billion budget gap looming.  He stated despite a deadline extension of one year the EMS license plate program has been suspended due to receiving only 300 applications out of the required 7500 needed to continue the process.  
He commended his staff on a job well done for the EMT2010 project.  There was brief discussion regarding the national education standards that take effect January 1, 2012 as well as regulatory task forces in the areas of EMS for Children, stroke and STEMI regulations. e
4.
EMS AWARDS CEREMONY

Dan Smiley acknowledged Robin Robinson, the EMS Awards Coordinator as well as the EMS Awards Committee (Mike Antonucci, Fire Chiefs Association, Brenda Staffan, California Ambulance Association, Reza Vaezazizi, San Bernardino County and the Medical Director’s Association, Miles Julihn, EMS Administrators Association, and Art Hsieh, San Francisco Paramedics Association, and the photographer of the awards program) for their hard work and participation in this process.  
Twenty nine awards were given out in the following categories:

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS (2009)
MEDAL OF VALOR

John David Manzeck (Pleasant Hill)
For actions on 11 April 2010 to rescue a victim under extreme conditions
EMS AWARDS CEREMONY (continued):

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS (continued):
EMS CROSS
Mike Giannini (Woodacre)

For providing the highest level of sustained EMS service and leadership in Marin County
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL:

Chuck Baucom (Merced)
For providing superior sustained statewide leadership as a member of the EMS Commission, and co-chair of the EMS Vision process that began in 1997

Ron Blaul (Irvine)
For providing superior sustained statewide leadership as a Chairman and member of the EMS Commission, and co-chair of the EMS Vision process that began in 1997

Ramon W. Johnson, M.D. (Laguna Beach)

For providing superior sustained statewide leadership as a Chairman and member of the EMS Commission, and participant on EMS committees providing dedicated guidance in emergency care and EMS for Children


Jeff L. Rubin (Elk Grove)

For providing sustained, superior statewide service as Chief of the Disaster Medical Services Division in the development of disaster medical services

Nancy J. Steiner (Orangevale)

For providing superior, sustained statewide leadership as Chief of the EMS Personnel Division at EMSA, and facilitator of EMS task forces and committees which provided exemplary leadership in EMT and paramedic personnel and training

R. Steven Tharratt, M.D. (El Dorado Hills)

For providing sustained, superior statewide EMS medical leadership as Director of EMSA

Kevin White (Citrus Heights)

For providing superior sustained statewide leadership as a representative on EMS task forces and committees providing leadership in EMT and paramedic personnel and training, as well as strong participation on the EMT2010 process implementation

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL:

Debbie Bervel, M.D. (Highland)

For providing superior volunteer EMS medical leadership for Search and Rescue in San Bernardino County
Layne Contreras (Commerce)
For providing superior EMS service and education for over 25 years in Los Angeles County

EMS AWARDS (continued):

MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (continued):
David Huseman (San Jose)

For providing superior EMS service and education for over 30 years in Santa Clara County

Chris Olson (San Diego)

For providing superior EMS service and innovation for over 35 years in San Diego County

Frank Wesley Podboy (Alta Loma)
For providing superior volunteer EMS service leadership for Search and Rescue in San Bernardino County.

Marie Podboy (Alta Loma)

For providing superior volunteer EMS service leadership for Search and Rescue in San Bernardino County

Paul Santos (San Diego)

For meritorious performance of rescue on 1 April 2010
Michael Van Elgort (San Jose)

For service and leadership to advance pre-hospital cardiac care in Santa Clara County

LIFE SAVING MEDAL:

Robert Kessler (Stockton)
For lifesaving actions on 18 July 2010 while off duty to treat a woman who was in full cardiac arrest

Taylor A. Voss (Costa Mesa)  (Not at ceremony)

For lifesaving actions on 14 July 2010 while off duty to rescue a victim of a house fire
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD:

Steven Drewniany (Sunnyvale)
For providing dedicated community EMS service to improve emergency cardiac care

Anne Marie Jensen (San Diego)

For providing dedicated community service in organizing EMS social networking opportunities

Kevin Riutzel (San Diego)

For providing dedicated community service in organizing public access defibrillation programs in San Diego County
INTER-SERVICE EMS RECOGNITION MEDAL:
Julia Abubo, R.N. (Costa Mesa)
For lifesaving rescue efforts on 18 June 2010 to remove a victim from an apartment fire

EMS AWARDS (continued):
INTER-SERVICE EMS RECOGNITION MEDAL (continued):

Curtis Darnell (San Jose)

For service and leadership to integrate EMS into the public safety stakeholder community
Daniel Humphreys (Mission Viejo)

For lifesaving rescue efforts on 8 August 2010 that resulted in the life of an infant being saved
Consuelo Yokum (Campbell)

For volunteer service and leadership during the H1N1 pandemic emergency in Santa Clara County
STATEWIDE EMS SYSTEM AWARDS (2009)

EMS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR:

Virginia Price Hastings (San Bernardino)

For dedication to statewide EMS systems and sustained, superior leadership on behalf of local EMS agencies
EMS MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR:

James Pointer, M.D. (Novato)

For superior sustained statewide participation as an EMS Medical Director in both Alameda and San Francisco EMS agencies, participation for 20 years on the EMS Scope of Practice Committee of EMDAC and  leadership in EMS research  
EMS EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR: 

Heather Davis, MS (Los Angeles)

For exemplary service in emergency medical services (EMS) education
Photographs of the ceremony as well as the Awards program can be found at:  

http://www.emsa.ca.gov/about/awards/AwardPhotos_2010.asp. 

Chairperson Kuhn thanked the audience, congratulated the recipients, and solicited a round of applause for all participants.  A five minute recess was taken.

5.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Chairperson Kuhn asked if there was anything that needed to be discussed.  Commissioner David Herfindahl moved for approval and Commissioner Chris Van Gorder seconded.  Action: Moved (Herfindahl).  Seconded (Van Gorder).  Motion passed unanimously.
6.
EMS PERSONNEL
Trial Studies

Sean Trask, Chief, EMS Personnel Division, reported about carbon monoxide oximeter, a new trial study in Sierra Sacramento Valley EMS agency which was approved in June.  There was initial confusion about whether or not it was a local option scope request or a trial study request.  It was determined to be a trial study.  He added there are now three studies:  Coastal Valleys – fibrinolytic; Ventura County – King Tube and impedance threshold device, and the previously mentioned carbon monoxide oximeter.
Revised POLST Form
Mr. Trask stated the California Coalition of Compassion and Care assembled a POLST Task Force and a Documentation Committee who made suggestions to the form; however, there will be no change to EMSA’s DNR guidelines.  Commissioner Lou Meyer moved for approval and Commissioner Chuck Baucom seconded.  Before the vote was taken Commissioner Dr. Robert Mackersie had a question regarding who controls www.capolst.org.  To which Mr. Trask answered the California Coalition of Compassion and Care.  Dan Smiley added EMSA has final approval authority over the form.
There was discussion regarding who would make the final decision if there was a dispute between EMSA and the Coalition on breach or procedure and on utilizing hydration as a comfort measure.  Commissioner GnanaDev added he thought the form was a guideline to be used between the patient and his/her doctor and he was fine with the form.  Commissioner Stone moved to call the question.  Action:  Moved (Meyer).  Seconded (Baucom).  Motion passed unanimously.
EMT 2010 Update
Mr. Trask reported the project is moving along well and three sub-sections of the advanced EMT regulations had been submitted to the Office of Administrative Law. He added follow up roll out meetings would occur in 2011, an online paramedic licensing system will be implemented, credit card payments would be allowed for licensing fees, and test results from the National Registry would be imported directly into the central registry.    
Commissioner Dr. Eric Rudnick extended kudos to Sean and his staff for an excellent job.  There was brief discussion about working with CLEAR and bringing a training out to California.  Commissioner Matt Powers added the online EMT and paramedic verification has been a huge help and has increased accountability.
7.
COMMISSION ON SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE 201 WORKSHOP
Highlights of Commissioner and Vice Chairman Sheldon Gilbert’s report include:  

· a white paper was created by the Fire Service 

· a summit was held by EMSA so the different stakeholders could discuss what their interpretation and intent of that legislation was 
COMMISSION ON SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE 201 WORKSHOP (continued):
· the subcommittee consists of Commissioners Dr. Ray Johnson, Bruce Barton, Lou Meyer, Lou Stone and Mr. Gilbert

· Mr. Gilbert voiced concerns that the EMS community has spent an inordinate amount of time discussing this issue instead of the task at hand, which is saving lives, benefiting patients and providing quality medicine to the citizens of California.
· Recommendations include:  blending the language of 1797.201 and 1797.224 and contracting for services and providers on the private side to try and get the grandfathering authority into one spot.  Essentially, deleting the 201 statute segment and moving that into 224
· Deciding who the EMS approved provider is (under what was traditionally called 201 authority) is essential
· EMS services must be recognized if they meet this criteria and codified in an agreement with the county, city, fire, or other governmental entity by December 31, 2013
· An appeals process put in place for LEMSAs if their plan(s) are not approved to come to a Commission meeting for consideration and final determination

· It is recommended that the Commission propose to EMSA the task force be modeled after the EMT2012 Task Force
· The Commission and Commission Chair appealed for the subcommittee to stay intact

· The work should be done quickly with results evident by the June 2011 Commission meeting

There was discussion among the Commissioners regarding Mr. Gilbert’s report as well as kudos for the hard work he and the subcommittee contributed to the process.  Chairperson Kuhn stated the document was on EMSA’s website and she suggested those who haven’t read it to do so.
There were no public comments.  Commissioner Chuck Baucom moved to accept the recommendations brought forward and Commissioner Powers seconded.  Action:  Moved (Baucom).  Seconded (Powers).  Motion passed unanimously. 
8.
  EMS SYSTEMS

Exclusive Operating Area Certification Process

Tom McGinnis, Manager of EMS Systems, reported about the revision process of EMSA 141, which is a guideline document as it relates to the proposal and competitive bidding process.  
The document contained complex issues, the comment period closed September 1, 2010 and it was reviewed as the 201 workshop was taking place.  
Mr. McGinnis stated the June 2011 timeline was aggressive and the group tasked to review and assess the document would probably need to meet more than once a month to fulfill that goal. The first meeting will take place in late January 2011.  He anticipates giving a status update at the March 2011 Commission meeting.  

EMS SYSTEMS (continued)
Commissioner Meyer suggested the coalition draft regulation language to support any issues that lack statutory authority.  There was brief discussion about drafting two sets of regulations.   Dan Smiley used the Emergency Medical Care Committee (EMCC) as an example.  Commissioner Meyer commented that once the task force is assembled the Commission will ensure the statutory authority is in place at the right time.
Statewide Trauma System Planning

Bonnie Sinz, EMS Systems Division Chief, reported the 3rd state trauma summit would be held on December 2, 2010 in San Francisco.  She added the Trauma Advisory Committee would begin having monthly meetings beginning in 2011.  She mentioned Northridge Hospital Medical Center had been designated a Level II Trauma Center.  Ms. Sinz provided updates about the regional trauma coordinated committees; she also mentioned the Rural Trauma Team Development Course would take place immediately after the conclusion of the Commission meeting.
Ms. Sinz reported CEMSIS trauma is thriving; 14 out of the 22 local EMS agencies are participating with a total of 73,389 records in the registry to date.  It is anticipated by December 2011 there should be 100% compliance and all 22 LEMSAs will be submitting data.  She added 96,266 CEMSIS EMS records are in the new EMS registry.  In conclusion, she applauded the creation of the EMS for Children Pediatric and Neonatal Disaster Coalition hailing from the Bay Area with work groups being formed in Southern and Central California as well as in the Bay Area.  
Regional and Multi-County EMS Agency Funding
Ms. Sinz stated this entity as well as the EMS Authority has been working together closely to devise agreed upon language for 2011/2012 funding.  That objective is close to being met.  Once that document is completed work on the 2012/2013 will commence.
Pre-Hospital EMS Aircraft Guidelines
Tom McGinnis reported the EMS Authority as well as the Air Medical Task Force, has been working on the document for quite some time with two separate groups comprised of 93 members.  The document covered utilization, dispatch, and quality improvement and went out for two comment periods with the most current revision before the Commissioners. 
Commissioner Meyer moved to approve the document and Commissioner Johnson seconded it. However, before the vote there was brief comment about several spacing issues in the 
document.  Chairperson Kuhn solicited public comments. There were none.  Action:  Moved (Meyer).  Seconded (Johnson).  Motion was passed and the guidelines were adopted.
9.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
California Medical Assistance Team (CAL-MAT) Program Update
Lisa Schoenthal, Chief of Disaster Medical Services, reported briefly on the CAL-MAT Program. After a third request for proposal, they are unable to grant an award; however, lessons were learned and the plan will be implemented based on feedback.  A request for proposal (RFP) will be issued for the cash warehouse logistics maintenance portion only for the CAL-MAT program.  She added a state emergency hire process would be implemented where CAL-MAT responders would become (temporary) State employees and would receive (some) benefits.  
Ms. Schoenthal reported at least four health systems are interested in adopting the mobile field hospitals; she also commented on a recent CAL-MAT mission that was successful (in conjunction with the American Red Cross):  56 patients were treated and 34 emergency room visits were prevented at the Giants World Series victory parade and celebration in San Francisco.
Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual  
Ms. Schoenthal continued her report by stating the California Department of Public Health began developing and has released the Interim California Disaster Health Operations Manual or CDHOM. The effort between CDPH and EMSA has been a collaborative process for the past year.  Public comment begins on December 15, 2010 with the manual ready for Commission review and approval in March 2011.  She extended kudos to Commissioners Herfindahl and Barton and Nancy Lapolla from Santa Barbara EMS Agency for their work.  Commissioner Herfindahl echoed Ms. Schoenthal’s positive appraisal and extended his thanks to all of those who have been involved in the process for the past several years.
10.
NOMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR MARCH 2011-2012

Chairperson Kuhn noted the Commissioners list indicated Matt Powers’ name was incorrectly listed as part of the Administrative Committee, instead of Dr. Raymond Johnson.  Commissioner Baucom moved to correct the slate of officers.  Dan Smiley, acting director, asked for clarification regarding the nomination of officers.  Chairperson Kuhn stated Matt Powers (not Dr. Johnson) and Helen Najar would comprise the Administrative Committee.  Action:  Moved (Baucom).  Seconded (Meyer).  Slate of officers corrected.
11.
APPROVAL OF 2012 EMS COMMISSION MEETING DATES

The 2012 dates are as follows:

March 21, 2012 in Los Angeles

June 20, 2012 in Sacramento

September 19, 2012 in San Diego

December 5, 2012 in San Francisco

Action:  Moved (Gilbert).  Seconded (Rudnick).  The 2012 EMS Commission dates are approved.

12. 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

     -  Vice Chairperson Gilbert and Chairperson Kuhn want to hear a EOA regulatory task force report
     -  Commissioner Powers wants national education requirement data that details EMT and Paramedic successes made available to the Commission at least twice a year

     -  Commissioner Rudnick wants discussion to take place regarding performing background checks and credentialing verification of emergency medical responders

13.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment; however, in closing, Chairperson Kuhn commended EMSA on its ability to go above and beyond the call of duty in admirably servicing the state of California with its myriad EMS needs despite furloughs and with only 58 full time staff.  She also extended kudos to the Commissioners for their hard work on task forces and committees in addition to performing their other duties and she extended her thanks to the audience members and wished everyone in attendance Happy Holidays.  

14.
ADJOURNMENT
The Commission adjourned at 1:05 p.m.
