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SUBJECT:
California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS) Update
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on CEMSIS.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION:
The Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) continues to support the California EMS Information System (CEMSIS). Currently, a total of 20 local EMS Agencies (LEMSAs) actively participate in the program, and 19 LEMSAs receive reimbursement from EMSA for activities related to CEMSIS data submission. Funding for these local assistance projects is made available through a grant from the Office of Traffic Safety.

Now that EMSA has received a sizable number of records for CEMSIS-EMS and CEMSIS-Trauma, plans are underway to assess the completeness and reliability of the data in accordance with recommendations provided by the National Highway Traffic Safety sponsored California Traffic Records Assessment of January 2011. Data quality reports for EMS and trauma data will be developed by EMSA, tabulated at the LEMSA level for distribution to individual LEMSAs, and tabulated at the State level for EMSA committee review. The goals of this activity are to encourage feedback to EMSA from CEMSIS participants, recognize successes and opportunities in the data standards, and establish a list of action items for CEMSIS program development. The timeline for delivery of the first data quality reports is July 2011.    

Additional CEMSIS-related activities include the development of a contract agreement between EMSA and the Safe Transportation Research and Education Center (SafeTREC) at UC Berkeley to create database linkages between CEMSIS, SWITRS, and OSHPD data 
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sets. Current work focuses on preparation of the project for review by the State of California Committee for the Protection of Human Subjects (CPHS). CPHS review will consider project compliance with federal and state laws related to patient confidentiality and data security, as well as California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHS) policies related to safe data exchange. Estimated delivery of this project for CPHS review is planned for the Committee’s bimonthly meeting in August 2011.    

Over the past four years, funding for the CEMSIS program has been provided by a grant from the National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) through the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS). This grant period will come to an end on September 30, 2011. EMSA applied for a new OTS grant to continue development of the CEMSIS program and anticipates notice of any new OTS funding awards by July 2011. 
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