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DATE:

March 23, 2011
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley
Acting Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief 

Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual (EOM)
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information regarding the EMS Authority’s participation in development of the Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual (EOM) 
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

In December 2010, the EMS Authority reported to the Commission on the development of the EOM.  This manual, with efforts being lead by EMSA and the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), combines principles and processes from the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual (CDMOM) and the Interim California Disaster Health Operations Manual (CDHOM).  The EOM meets the requirements of the State’s development of Emergency Functions (EFs) which mirror the federal Emergency Support Functions (ESFs), as well as the principles reflected in the State Emergency Management System (SEMS) and State Emergency Plan.
The draft manual consists of a series of “cross-cutting” chapters that span common emergency management topics, including:

•           Public Health and Medical Coordination

•           Incident Considerations

•           Communication and Information Management

•           Resource Management 

•           Multi-Agency Coordination

•           Disaster Assistance
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In addition to the cross-cutting chapters listed, a series of “function-specific” topics were created to address specific public health and medical topics, such as Hazardous Materials; Patient Transportation, Distribution and Management; Mass Fatality, etc.

The draft EOM was sent out December 21, 2010, to over 20 stakeholder groups and was posted on the EMSA and CDPH web sites for review and public comment.  Over 1500 comments were received by the February 4, 2011 deadline. The comments were supportive, informative and engaging; it was clear the reviewers took considerable time in evaluating the draft. On February 10 and 11, 2011, the EOM workgroup, coordinated by EMSA and CDPH, analyzed the comments and developed responses.  Modifications to the draft were initiated and this process is continuing.

In addition to reviewing the comments, the workgroup also began development of a structure for maintaining and revising the document, and gave consideration to a training and exercise program designed to develop and maintain competency in disaster medical response at a “systems” level.

It is anticipated that a final draft will be presented to the Commission at its June 22, 2011 meeting in Sacramento.
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