EMS SYSTEMS PROGRESS REPORT
March 20, 2013
EMS SYSTEMS PROGRESS REPORT
March 20, 2013

	1. Trauma:  
	Bonnie Sinz

Extension

460
	 State Trauma Advisory Committee (STAC):

The main agenda items for the STAC are developing a statewide performance improvement process with CEMSIS support, writing guidance for Trauma Center/Trauma System assessment and re-triage/IFT, and sharing activities of Regional Trauma Coordinating Committees (RTCC). 

State Trauma Plan 

The EMS Authority staff and the STAC writing group have completed the State Trauma Plan.  The Plan has been submitted the DRAFT Plan to the executive division of the EMS Authority for review.  

Regional Trauma Coordinating Committees (RTCC)

Each Regional Trauma Coordinating Committee representative provides regional activity updates at the STAC meeting and provides documents approved by the RTCC and available for statewide use.  Documents are shared with STAC members and the RTCC representatives are encouraged to share within their own RTCC.  

Trauma Plans/Updates

The EMS Authority continues to review local trauma plans as they are submitted. 

Trauma Summit

The Trauma Summit was successfully held on January 24, 2013 as part of the UCSD sponsored California Trauma and Resuscitation Conference to be held in San Diego January 24-26, 2013. Presentation summaries are being shared with all RTCCs.

	2. STEMI/Stroke Systems of Care


	Farid Nasr

Extension 424
	The EMS Authority has placed draft STEMI and Stroke regulations both out for a pre-public comment period.  The comment period began October 25, 2012 and continues until December 21, 2012.  Copies of the drafts regulations and comment form can be found on EMSA’s website at www.emsa.ca.gov in the Hot Topics are of the home page.         



	3. EMS Systems Standards and Guidelines
	Sandy Salaber

Extension 423
	Responses will be sent to the task force for their responses and then there will be a public comment period. 

	4. EMS Transportation
	Luanne Noiseux

Extension 412
	EMS Systems Regulations Work Group / Chapter 13 Task Force : 

Since July of 2012, the EMS Authority has met monthly with individuals who have specific knowledge of HSC 17977.224/201 and the AB1387.  The Chapter 13 Task Force has continued in making good process in the development of a draft set of regulations related to EMS systems.  Once a draft set of regulations is completed, the Chapter 13 Task Force will be reengaged to review the draft regulations.    

	5. Communications
	Tonya Thomas

Extension 441
	Public Safety Communications Workgroup: This group of state representatives is responsible for developing and implementing a statewide integrated public safety communications system that facilitates interoperability and coordinates the use of the public safety spectrum.  Although the Governor’s Budget eliminated the PSRSPC because of duplicative functions performed by the California Technology Agency, the agencies will continue to meet as a reformed PSRSPC.  The group proposes to continue with addressing the interoperable communication needs of the State of California. The workgroup met twice and will continue to move forward with restructuring the workgroup, identifying the role of the workgroup and establish a formal governance structure which is key to maintaining an interoperable communications system.  The group will also continue to focus on collaboration in addressing state-level communications needs.  The California Technology Agency, which is the lead agency, is working with the Governor’s Office for direction moving forward.
Radio Frequency Changes for MedNet Channels:

EMSA is the responsible agency for managing the Emergency Medical Radio Service (MedNet) for radio communications within the state of California.  The Federal Communications Commission mandated that all radio equipment operating in the 150 MHZ through 512MHz radio spectrum must be converted from operating in wide-band mode to narrow band mode no later than January 1, 2013. The purpose of narrow banding is to relieve congestion by creating new, narrower frequencies. EMSA targeted October 1, 2012 to complete the migration to narrow band for all medical channels, including the Hospital Emergency Administrative Radio (HEAR) channel.  In October 2012, over 85 percent of narrow banding requirements for the MEDNet channels through the LEMSAs are complete.  The LEMSAs have assured EMSA staff that all narrow banding efforts will be complete prior to January 2013.  After January 1, 2013, the FCC states that licensees not operating at 12.5 kHz efficiency will be in violation of the Commission’s rules and could be subject to FCC enforcement action, which may include admonishment, monetary fines, or loss of license.

	6. Poison Center Program
	Sandy Salaber

Extension 423
	The California Poison Control System (CPCS) continues to provide statewide service.  Quarterly reports are provided to the EMS Authority as required in the contract.  The Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board (MRMIB), which administers the Healthy Families Program, will augment CPCS funding by matching the State General Fund allocation.  

	7. EMS Plans
	Sandy Salaber

Extension 423
	Thirty-two LEMSA’s have approved EMS Plans.  Napa County EMS submitted their EMS Plan and it was approved.  EMS Plan updates are reviewed/approved/disapproved as received.  Correspondence is sent to local EMS agencies requesting a timeframe for the submittal and status on updates that have not been received or in situations where additional information has been requested from the local EMS agency on a given component of the EMS Plan or update.  Regional quarterly and final reports continue to be reviewed/approved as received.  

	8. EMSC Project
	Tonya Thomas
Extension 441
	The EMS Authority developed the EMS for Children regulations for California.  The draft regulations were distributed for a second pre-public comment period which ended October 16 2012.  The comments received have been reviewed by EMSA staff and the EMSC TAC.  The main areas of concern in the comments consisted of the EMS Plans, EMS Data, and Levels of Designation.  The next step in this process will be providing appropriate responses to each comment for review by EMSA Administration.  Due to the volume of comments received during the comment period and the likelihood of additional changes to the proposed regulations, a third pre-public comment period is proposed.

The Original 1994 Inter-facility Transfer Guidelines (EMSA # 181 and 183) have been revised and were sent out for a public comment period that ended October 25th 2012. The comments received during that comment period are being reviewed by EMSA staff and the EMSC TAC.  Completion of these guidelines are progressing; however, EMSA is working carefully not to overburden the local EMS agencies with document review of EMS related documents.
The EMSC Strategic planning meeting was held on January 31st and February 1st, 2013 in San Francisco.  The EMSC Technical Advisory Committee and the EMSC Coordinators Group discussed program updates, goals/objectives for the 2013-14 grant cycle, a proposed action plan, and strategies to continue meeting the National EMSC Performance Measures. The group proposed the following topics for the next EMSC Forum in scheduled for November 2013 in Sacramento:  Assessing Critically Ill Children in the Field, Child Abuse/Shaken Baby, Pain Management for Children, Child Growth & Development, Current Peds Literature, Street Drugs, and SIDS.

The Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools draft revision is in the final stages of completion.  EMSA is proposing to work collaboratively with the California Department of Education and the California School Nurses Association to ensure the accuracy of policy information and administration of medication.

	9. CEMSIS-EMS Data
	Hailey Pate 

Extension 742
	The CEMSIS software vendor continues to test NEMSIS data files by using the NEMSIS data exchange portal. The goal is to successfully submit NEMSIS data by April 30, 2013. The software vendor is also working to program Core Measure reports into CEMSIS.  

	10. CEMSIS – Trauma Data
	Bonnie Sinz
Extension 460
	Data completion reports have been sent to each LEMSA specific for each Trauma Center for local review with the goal of improved data accuracy and completeness. Regional reports are provided upon request.  

	11. Core Measures
	Adam Davis Extension 409



	The purpose of the EMS system core measures project is to increase the accessibility and accuracy of pre-hospital data for public, policy, academic and research purposes to facilitate EMS system evaluation and improvement through a grant from the California Health Care Foundation (CHCF).  A task force representing EMS system participants (EMSA, local EMS agencies, hospitals, and EMS providers) was created to help develop statewide core measures.  Through multiple meetings, the task force developed 28 core measures to be reported to EMSA by the Local EMS Agencies.  The measures to be reported will reflect data from 2009, 2010, and 2011.  Reporting to EMSA is to be completed by March 29th, 2013.

	12. Core Measures Rollout Sessions
	Adam Davis Extension 409
	The goal of the core measures roll out sessions are to educate medical directors, local EMS agencies, EMS providers, and data vendors on how to understand and develop core measures.  The two day workshop includes a full day of exercises on creating core measures and how to read and develop an Indicator Specification Sheet.  The second day will focus on the 28 EMS System Core Measures developed by the Core Measures Task Force as well as the how the measurements will be reported to EMSA.  Both days will consist of presentations and exercises presented and facilitated by members of the Core Measures Task Force. Three rollout session have been scheduled throughout the state at the following locations and dates: Sacramento, CA (EMSA HQ) – February 27th and 28th; Santa Fe Springs, CA (Los Angeles EMS) – March 6th and 7th; Pleasant Hill, CA (Contra Costa County EMS) March 12th and 13th.  
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