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DATE:

September 21, 2011
TO:

Commission on EMS

FROM: 

Howard Backer, MD, MPH


Director

PREPARED BY:
June Iljana, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: 

Legislative Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding EMS-related legislation.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

AB 163 (Jeffries) Emergency Medical Services

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
This bill would require Cal Fire to conduct a state and federal level criminal offender record information search through the Department of Justice prior to hiring an applicant and would require the department to request the Department of Justice to provide subsequent arrest notification services. The bill would exempt certified EMTs who show proof of a clean background check and for whom subsequent arrest notification is ordered through the certifying entity.

AB 215 (Beall) Emergency Medical Air Transportation Act

Status: 
Enrolled
Summary:  
The Emergency Medical Air Transportation Act, until January 1, 2018, imposes specified penalties for certain Vehicle Code and local ordinance violations to offset the state portion of the Medi-Cal reimbursement rate for emergency medical air transportation services and to augment Medi-Cal emergency medical air transportation reimbursement. This bill would require the county to send the funds directly to the state Department of Health Care Services. 

AB 412 (Williams) Emergency Medical Services

Status: 
Chapter 268, Statutes of 2011
Summary:  
Existing law, which was repealed January 1, 2011, authorized Santa Barbara County, upon a resolution by the county board of supervisors, to levy an additional fine of $5 for every $10 on base fines for criminal offenses and certain vehicle code violations to be placed in the Maddy Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Fund for use in reimbursing physicians and hospitals for uncompensated care among other things. This bill would reenact the provisions of the law until January 1, 2014. 

AB 449 (Mitchell) Telecommunications: mobile telephony service: emergency contact information

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
This bill would require a mobile telephone services provider, upon activation of service, to program emergency contact information into the subscriber's mobile telephone, unless the subscriber expressly declines, in writing, to have this service performed. 

AB 672 (Pan) Emergency Medical Services

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
Existing law establishes the Emergency Medical Services System and the Prehospital Emergency Medical Care Personnel Act, which governs local emergency medical service systems. This bill would make technical, nonsubstantive changes to the act. 

AB 678 (Pan) Medi-Cal: Supplemental provider reimbursement

Status: 
Enrolled
Summary:  
This bill would increase Medi-Cal reimbursement for public agency emergency medical ground transportation providers by allowing participating entities to use local Certified Public Expenditures (CPEs) as the state share of cost to draw down federal financial participation. The bill would require the Department of Health Care Services to seek federal approval and is conditional on receiving the approval. The bill specifies that its provisions would become inoperative if any determination is made that the funds must be shared with any provider that does not meet the specifications, i.e., is not a public agency. This bill would take effect immediately.
AB 770 (Torres) Emergency telephone systems

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
The bill would require the Office of the State Chief Information Officer’s (OCIO) biennial review and update of technical and operational standards for public agency systems, which is required under existing law, to include standards for recruitment and training of public safety dispatchers. The bill would also add representatives from the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) and the Office of the State Fire Marshall (OSFM) to the State 9-1-1 Advisory Board (Board) and require the Board to advise the OCIO on multilingual issues including recruitment and on dispatcher training. 
AB 861 (Hill) California Stroke Registry

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
This bill would require the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to establish the California Stroke Registry, to serve as a centralized repository for stroke data to promote quality improvement for acute stroke care to the extent funds from federal or private sources are made available for this purpose. This bill would authorize CDPH to collect data from a variety of sources to develop the registry. 

AB 881 (Cook) Mental Health: involuntary commitment; transportation

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
This bill would authorize ambulance companies and staff to detain individuals for transport to a mental health facility for a 72-hour hold. It would also provide liability protection. It is a result of a lawsuit between the Inland Counties EMS Agency and Desert Ambulance over whether ambulance companies should be required to transport 5150 patients with no medical issues. The EMS agency recently appealed to the Supreme Court. 

AB 1245 (Williams) Emergency medical services

Status: 
Pulled from Enrollment/Held at Senate Desk
Summary:  
The bill would authorize the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) to adopt training standards for an emergency medical responder (EMR) training course. The bill states that it does not authorize an EMR independent scope of practice, license or certification, nor does it authorize a new category of emergency medical services personnel. It specifies that it would not prevent California Highway Patrol, Cal-Fire and other public safety agencies that train law enforcement and firefighting personnel from administering training programs under regulations that currently exist or prohibit personnel of these agencies from providing services that were the subject of these training programs.

AB 1387 (Formerly AB 210) (Solorio) Emergency medical services

Status: 
Senate Inactive File/Two-Year Bill

Summary:  
This bill would require a local emergency medical services agency (LEMSA) to recognize the right of a city or fire district to continue providing or contracting EMS in a community, as specified, if the city or fire district has never entered into a qualifying agreement, as defined, with the LEMSA and if the city or fire district now enters into an agreement with the LEMSA before January 1, 2014. The bill would change the statutory basis for making determinations about exclusive operating area designations and would provide statutory exclusivity and anti-trust immunity to cities and fire districts that meet specified criteria. The bill would also enable cities or fire districts to expand their ambulance operating territories to include annexed or consolidated areas.
SB 49 (Strickland) Local government: emergency response: fees

Status: 
Two-Year

Summary:
This bill would prohibit any local government entity from charging a fee to any person, regardless of residency, for the expense of an emergency response.

SB 63 (Price) Pupil and personnel health: automatic external defibrillators

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:
This bill would require an AED and training program in every high school.

SB 161 (Huff) Schools: emergency medical assistance: administration of epilepsy medication.

Status:
Enrolled
Summary:
This bill would authorize a school district to provide school employees with voluntary emergency medical training to administer epilepsy medication to a pupil with epilepsy who is having a seizure when a nurse is not available. 

SB 336 (Lieu) Emergency room crowding

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:
The bill would require every licensed general acute care hospital with an emergency department to calculate and record a crowding score every 4 hours to assess the crowding condition of its emergency department. The bill would require, by January 1, 2013, every licensed general acute care hospital with an emergency department to develop and implement a full-capacity protocol for each of the categories of the crowding scale.

SB 359 (Hernandez) Medi-Cal: ground ambulance rates

Status: 
Two-Year Bill

Summary:
This bill would require the Department of Health Care Services to adopt regulations establishing Medi-Cal reimbursement rates for ground ambulance services based upon a rate study and cost-based process as directed by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, or to establish payment rates at 120 percent of the current Medicare rates based on a U. S. Government Accountability Office ambulance cost study. 
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