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DATE:

September 23, 2009
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM: 

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM




Director

PREPARED BY:
June Iljana, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: 

Legislative Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding EMS-related legislation.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

EMS-RELATED BILLS –2009/2010 LEGISLATION SESSION

The information in this report is accurate as of August 28, 2009.

Bills in the Legislature

AB 48/Portantino, Private Postsecondary Education: California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009

Status:
Amended 7/23/09; Senate Floor
· This bill would reinstate the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education, which authorizes unaffiliated private educational institutions to operate legally in California. 
AB 911/Lieu, Emergency rooms:  Overcrowding

Status:
Amended 8/24/09; Senate Floor

· This bill would require every licensed general acute care hospital to file its full-capacity protocols with the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development, and to annually report revisions to the protocol.

AB 912/Torres, Telecommunications:  Emergency Telephone Users Surcharge Act

Status:
Amended 8/17/09; Senate Floor

· This bill would specify that a minimum of 50% of the funds collected in the State Emergency Telephone Number Account shall be allocated for the costs of administering, operating, and maintaining the state “911” emergency telephone number system., and that 25% of the funds may be allocated to pay primary Public Safety Answering Points for costs associated with receiving and routing enhanced “911” calls, including one-time personnel costs, as specified. 

AB 1312/Swanson, Defibrillators

Status:
Amended 8/17/09; Senate Floor
· This bill would delete the July 1, 2012 sunset date, requiring every health studio to acquire an automatic external defibrillator (AED), and also, beginning July 1, 2010, would apply these requirements and the associated immunity to golf courses and amusement parks, as defined.

AB 1475/Solorio, Emergency medical services

Status:
Introduced 2/27/09; Senate Floor

· This bill would state that the county costs of administering the Maddy EMS Fund are not to exceed the actual costs of administering the fund or 10% of the amount of the fund, whichever amount is lower.

Two-Year Bills

AB 54/Jeffries, State government:  California Emergency Management Agency

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would require the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the Office of the State Fire Marshal, the State Board of Fire Services, the Department of the California Highway Patrol, the Office of Traffic Safety, the California Conservation Corps, and the Emergency Medical Services Authority to create a working group to prepare a Governor's Reorganization Plan that would transfer those entities to the California Emergency Management Agency. 
AB 511/De La Torre, Medi-Cal:  ambulance providers:  quality assurance fees

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would require the State Department of Health Care Services to establish a quality assurance fee program for ambulance providers within the Medi-Cal program. 

AB 910/De La Torre, Emergency Telephone Users Surcharge Act:  prepaid communications service

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would define, for purposes of the “911” surcharge act, “prepaid communications service” to include prepaid calling card telephone service and prepaid wireless service, as specified, and make Legislative findings and declaration regarding equitable contributions to the funding of 911 systems by consumers of prepaid communications services.  

AB 90/Adams, Torts: personal liability immunity

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would instead require that any person, who in good faith and not for compensation, renders emergency care, medical or non-medical, at the scene of an emergency shall not be liable for any civil damages resulting from any act or omission.

AB 639/Torlakson, Telephone Users Surcharge Act

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would establish the Telephone Users Surcharge Fund and would require the Public Utilities Commission to assess and collect a monthly $0.25 surcharge from every service user to be deposited into the fund and would continuously appropriate those moneys exclusively for poison control centers and 911 emergency call centers.
AB 1019/Beall, Alcoholic beverages:  surcharge

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would require wholesalers who distribute alcoholic beverages to retailers to pay a $0.10 per drink surcharge. The bill would establish the Alcohol-Related Services Fund, administered by the Department of Health Care Services, for programs related to alcohol and drug prevention, including emergency medical and trauma care treatment services  provided by physicians in general acute care hospitals.

AB 1153/Strickland, Air ambulance providers

Status:
2-Year Bill

· This bill would establish the Emergency Air Medical Transportation Act Fund to augment Medi-Cal reimbursement paid to emergency air medical transportation services providers.
AB 1174/Hernandez, Medi-Cal:  ambulance transportation services

Status:
2-Year Bill
· This bill would establish the Ambulance Payment Reform Act of 2009.  It would include Medi-Cal payment definitions and policies for ambulance services throughout the state which meet nationally recognized standards.  The rates would, at a minimum, cover the actual costs of providing services for essential emergency and non-emergency ambulance services.

AB 1197/Torrico, Public safety:  radio communications

Status:
2-Year Bill
· This bill would change existing law related to communications equipment requirements and usage recommended by the Public Safety Radio Strategic Planning Committee and would authorize the California Emergency Management Agency, rather than the committee, to recommend equipment to these entities.

AB 1272/Hill, Emergency medical services:  trauma center:  helicopter landing pad

Status:
2-Year Bill
· This bill would clarify that existing statute shall not be construed as authorizing a county to prohibit a trauma center from installing a helicopter landing pad at or near its facility for the purpose of receiving emergency trauma care patients.

Chaptered Bills

AB 83/Feuer, Torts:  personal liability immunity

Status:
Chapter 77, Statutes of 2009
· This is an urgency bill that would amend existing Good Samaritan statute in the Health and Safety Code.  The bill specifies that any person who in good faith and not for compensation renders emergency medical or non-medical care or assistance at the scene of an emergency shall not be liable as long as their acts do not constitute gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct. 
SB 39/Benoit, Torts:  personal liability immunity

Status:
Chapter 27, Statutes of 2009

· This bill would provide that disaster service workers performing disaster services during a state of war emergency, a state of emergency, or a local emergency when acting within the scope of their responsibilities shall not be liable for civil damages on account of personal injury to or death of any person or property.  

Vetoed Bills
AB 538/Arambula, Emergency telephone system:  abuse

Status:
Vetoed
· This bill would allow any entity that provides emergency medical services, as defined, to report a violation of the 9-1-1- telephone system to the public safety entity that originally received the call.  The public safety entity shall verify that a violation has occurred and shall issue the applicable warnings and citations.  

AB 1503/Lieu, Emergency medical care:  billing

Status:
Introduced 2/27/09; on Assembly Consent Calendar

· This bill would revise the conditions for reimbursement from the Maddy EMS Fund for care provided to patients who do not have health insurance coverage, cannot afford to pay for their services, and for whom payment will not be made through any private coverage or by any program funded in whole or in part by the federal government.
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