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DATE:		June 20, 2012

TO:			Commission on EMS

FROM:		Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP 	
			Director

PREPARED BY:	Sean Trask, Chief
			EMS Personnel Division

SUBJECT:		Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency Trial Study

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Receive the attached 18-month report from the Sierra-Sacramento Valley (S-SV) EMS Agency regarding the early use of the Carbon Monoxide (CO) Oximetry Devices by Paramedics.  Make a recommendation to the EMS Authority to either continue the trial study until revisions to the Paramedic Regulations become effective or terminate the trial study. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

No fiscal impact.

DISCUSSION:

The S-SV EMS Agency’s 18-month trial study report was submitted to the Commission on EMS at the March 21, 2012 Commission meeting for review and recommendation to extend the trial study for another 18-months, terminate the trial study, or recommend adding carbon monoxide (CO) oximetry to either the paramedic basic scope of practice or the local optional scope of practice.  

After the presentation of the trial study the Commission recommended this trial study be extended for three months until the June 20, 2012 Commission meeting.  The Commission requested additional information from the Emergency Medical Services Medical Directors Association of California regarding the potential for false negative results from the CO oximeter device.  

Even though the study’s author did not request an extension of this trial study, they did recommend that the EMS Authority add the use of CO-Oximeter devices by paramedics in the next revision of the Paramedic Regulations.  The EMS Authority is proposing to add CO-Oximetry point of care testing to the Paramedic Basic Scope of Practice in the next revision of the Paramedic Regulations, however, it is anticipated that the revisions 



[bookmark: _GoBack]to the Paramedic Regulations will not take effect until approximately mid-September 2012 at the earliest.      

 


Attachments:  S-SV EMS Agency 18-Month Trial Study Report
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