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Personnel Standards Unit
SUBJECT:

Update on the Previously Approved Amended EMT Regulations
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive Information on the Status of the EMT Regulation Revisions
FISCAL IMPACT:
These regulations may impact private and public sector EMT training programs by requiring they increase their hours of training from the current minimum of 120 hours to the proposed minimum of 160 hours.  Some EMT training programs already meet or exceed the 160 hours recommended in this regulation revision.  For those training programs needing to increase their hours, the costs will vary throughout the state based on what those training programs pay their instructors.  Estimated instructor costs range from $55 to $90 per hour.  For an increase in 20 hours of classroom instruction this would translate into an increase of $1,100 to $1,800 per EMT class. Estimated lab instructor costs range from $40 to $68 per hour.  For an increase in 20 hours of lab instruction this would translate into an increase of $800 to $1,360 per EMT class.  Based on these estimates an EMT training program may experience a $1,900 to $3,160 in increased costs per EMT course. 
DISCUSSION:

The EMT Regulations were approved by the Office of Administrative Law on January 25, 2013 and were submitted to the office of the California Secretary of State for publishing.  The EMT Regulations will go into effect on April 1, 2013, due to a change in the law (Government Code section 11343.4) in which approved regulations go into effect on a quarterly schedule.  The revised EMT Regulations are posted on the EMS Authority’s web page at this link, http://www.emsa.ca.gov/laws/default.asp, under Chapter 2, EMT Regulations. 
Background:

At the March 21, 2012 meeting of the Commission on EMS, the proposed amendments to the EMT Regulations were approved and then the rulemaking file was submitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for review and approval.  In the process of reviewing the rulemaking file, OAL found that some of the supporting documentation of the rulemaking file was deficient to the extent that the package was formally disapproved on August 22, 2012.  Other than minor procedural corrections to some of the supporting documents, the main reason for disapproval was that the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) was found to be lacking in the depth of the Authority’s explanation of the necessity for the revisions to the regulations.  OAL granted the EMS Authority 120-days to make amendments, release those amendments for public comment, and resubmit the rulemaking file for review and approval. The disapproval specifically addressed the deficiencies and the steps needed to correct them.  As such, OAL indicated that another 15-day public comment period would be necessary in order to give the public the chance to review the amended ISOR.  Once that comment period was completed then the revised supporting documents could be resubmitted for approval by OAL.  As there are no substantive changes being made to the text of the regulations (minor grammatical corrections), the attorney at OAL reviewing the rulemaking file stated that the regulations will not be required to be re-approved by the Commission prior to resubmittal to OAL (after the 15-day public comment period).  
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