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DATE:		December 4, 2013

TO:			Commission on EMS

FROM:		Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
			Director

PREPARED BY:	Lisa Witchey, Manager
	Personnel Standards Unit

SUBJECT:		Community Paramedicine 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding Community Paramedicine.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

The EMS Authority continues to work in partnership with the California HealthCare Foundation (CHCF) to explore the implementation of Community Paramedicine (CP), utilizing the Health Workforce Pilot Program option to test CP in California.

The CHCF has agreed to provide grant funding to support three areas of the CP project: 
1) A project manager, Mr. Lou Meyer; 
2) Pilot project evaluation led by Janet Coffman of the University of California,  San Francisco and local pilot site data stipend; and 
3) Standardized core training of Community Paramedics.
 
The EMS Authority received 27 proposals in response to the Letter of Intent to pilot CP through the Health Workforce Pilot Program. Our selections were limited to those proposals that were most well defined and had the greatest detail in concept, pre-planning and operational management.  A critical selection component was evidence of support of the local EMS agency and health care partners. 

Pilot sites have been provisionally accepted with local EMS agencies in Los Angeles, Orange, Yolo, Ventura, Santa Barbara, Alameda, San Bernardino, San Diego, Stanislaus and Solano counties. These sites plan to conduct pilots addressing alternate destinations, post hospital discharge follow up, care for chronic conditions, and frequent 911 callers. Intense planning efforts taking place include formation of local steering committees, pilot site meetings with the project manager and project evaluator to 

[bookmark: _GoBack]identify data collection requirements and begin a discussion about protocols and training as we prepare to submit the required application to the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) for approval to conduct the Health Workforce Pilot Program.

The OSHPD review process involves review by various licensing boards, public meetings and a public hearing.  We anticipate receiving a decision from OSHPD 4-6 months following submission of our application.  Following approval from OSHPD, community paramedics will be selected from each pilot site, with training estimated to begin in July of 2014.

The EMS Authority will continue to keep the Commission informed on the progress of the CP pilot program.
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