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DATE:

December 1, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley



Interim Director
PREPARED BY:
Phillip Leach, LVN

CEMSIS Program Manager 

SUBJECT:
California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS)

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on CEMSIS.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION:
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Authority’s goal is to implement an electronic information system that is robust and will be used to collect statewide data on EMS and Trauma activities throughout the State.  The California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS), utilizing grant funding from the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), was contracted out to Sierra-Sacramento Valley (SSV) EMS agency in fiscal year 2010.  That same fiscal year SSV revised their subcontract with Lancet Technology to customize their data collection software to accept statewide EMS and trauma data. The data is being housed on servers located at SSV with remote access to the EMS Authority.
With the passing of the state budget, the second year of local assistance funding and data collection began. We now have a new contract, maintenance agreement, or non-funded program participation with 27 of the 31 local EMS agencies (LEMSA) to send Trauma and/or EMS data to CEMSIS.  Additionally, a process to link EMS and Trauma data is being constructed by Lancet Technology.  To further meet the objectives of the OTS grant, the EMS Authority will be working with the California Department of Public Health, the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development, and the California Highway Patrol Data Division to provide for data linkage opportunities.  In addition, we will be exploring avenues to obtain epidemiology support for data analysis.
We have fifteen local agencies that have either submitted or are in the process of submitting data to the CEMSIS database. 
CEMSIS – EMS  
The call for EMS data was September 2010 for data beginning January 2009.  At the time of this report there are over 22,000 records in the CEMSIS – EMS database submitted by four LEMSAs representing 21 EMS provider agencies.  Data will be submitted from 8 additional LEMSAs before January 1, 2011.  Difficulties in transmission have surfaced due to data validation, degree of technical support and changes in contracts with vendors.  These difficulties have resulted in a delay in data transmission.
CEMSIS – Trauma

In the second funding year we have 52 of the 70 designated trauma centers, representing twelve LEMSAs, submitting data to the CEMSIS – Trauma database.  At the time of this report, the total number of records in the database is approximately 66,000. This number reflects data collected for January 2009 through March 2010.  
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