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DATE:

December 1, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley



Interim Director
PREPARED BY:
Sean Trask, Chief, EMS Personnel Division
SUBJECT:

Report on Trial Studies
Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on the approval of the Trial Study on the use of Carbon Monoxide Oximeter devices by paramedic personnel.  
FISCAL IMPACT:
No fiscal impact.
DISCUSSION:

On June 1, 2010, the EMS Authority approved the initiation of Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS (S-SV EMS) Agency’s Trial Study on the use of non-invasive carbon monoxide (CO) oximeter devices by paramedic personnel.  The intent of this trial study is to determine the efficacy of a non-invasive device to measure levels of CO for patients who have an increased risk of exposure to CO, especially during the winter months and firefighters who have an increased risk of CO exposure on the fire ground. 
EMSA Director Dr. Steven Tharratt, approved this trial study on June 1, 2010.  This trial study was initially submitted as a local optional scope of practice request.  This request was reviewed by the EMS Authority in consultation with the members of the Scope of Practice Committee of the Emergency Medical Directors Association of California on June 7, 2010. It was recommended that this local optional scope request be resubmitted as a trial study because the use of this device has not been approved previously in California.  The trial study request was reviewed by the EMS Authority in consultation with the members of the Scope of Practice Committee of the Emergency Medical Directors Association of California on September 23, 2008.  It was the recommendation of the Committee members that the study be approved.  
The 18-month report will be due on December 1, 2011.  
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