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SUBJECT:
Data and California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS) Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on CEMSIS.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None.

DISCUSSION:

In this memo: 

I. Long Term Data System Considerations 

II. Update on Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) Grant Projects

III. Update on California Health Care Foundation (CHCF) Grant Projects

I. Long Term Data System Considerations 

In the past few months, the EMS Authority has been exploring our current data system in California, in particular the data dictionary used by our data system.  The existing data dictionary used in the California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS) was developed a number of years ago and was at the forefront of statewide EMS data points at the time.  Since its development, CEMSIS has been slow to follow industry change and maintain state of the art status.  
The National Emergency Medical Services Information System (NEMSIS) developed an EMS data dictionary after California had CEMSIS in place.  Since that time, NEMSIS has been able to take advantage of the funding it receives from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to further develop their data dictionary.  NEMSIS will begin accepting data in the new NEMSIS V3 format on January 1, 2014 and on January 1, 2015, NEMSIS will only accept response information in the format 
of their new Version 3 data dictionary.  

The NEMSIS V3 data dictionary is the end product of several years of development with a wide range of constituents representing EMS.  When implemented, this data dictionary will allow States who submit information to NEMSIS the ability to gain better clarity on their system’s performance with very robust data elements.  

On January 29, 2013, the EMS Authority held a meeting with constituents representing local EMS administrators, medical directors, public and private providers and quality and data representatives from around the State.  In this meeting, we discussed the status of the current CEMSIS data dictionary and the progress NEMSIS is making with Version 3.  

Many stakeholders indicated that the vendors who they work with for their local data systems have already indicated they would move to the NEMSIS V3 standard.  This would further place distance between the current CEMSIS data dictionary and not only the national data dictionary, but also the data dictionary that local EMS agency and providers will use, based on their vendors transition to NEMSIS V3.  

The EMS Authority has determined that it is in our best interest to transform our current data dictionary to the NEMSIS V3 format.  This will represent a significant change in our data system; however, if we do not make this change, we will compound our issues with the collection of EMS data in the State.  

The EMS Authority is working with the local EMS agencies and our other constituents through this data system transformation and will keep the Commission advised on the progress of this very important project.    
II. OTS Grant Projects

Current 2012-13 grant activities:  The new OTS grant period is underway.  Development of the EMS Authority Provider List 2013 is proceeding as planned.   EMSA has gathered EMS provider agency names from EMS plans, Local EMS Agency websites, the National Provider Identifier database, the Fire Department ID List, and law enforcement data systems, for potential inclusion in the statewide EMS list. 
Preparing for the 2013-14 grant period:  Applications for the next OTS grant cycle were due in January this year.  The EMS Authority is proposing changes in our data dictionary as noted in Item I. as the main focus of the next grant cycle.  Our OTS application also proposes a partnership with California Department of Public Health (CDPH) to provide epidemiological support for data analysis.  This partnership with CDPH would allow the EMS Authority to have specific analytic capabilities that we do not have available at this time.

III. CHCF Grant Projects

The CHCF grant involves three main projects: 1) formal evaluation of the EMS dataset; 2) development and deployment of core performance measures; and 3) publication of the core measure information to the EMS Authority website.
EMS data profile project:  The EMS Authority has received two of the three report sets from the data quality consultants.  Development of the third report set is underway, and a final written analysis on the capacity of CEMSIS 2010 to address the Core Measures is scheduled for delivery to EMSA by April 1, 2013.
For those Local EMS Agencies who submitted EMS data to CEMSIS as of November 2012, the EMS Authority will provide individualized data profile reports based on the consultant’s findings.  These reports will provide an assortment of baseline quality measures for use in data system improvement.
2012 Core Measures Task Force:  The EMS Authority worked with Core Measures Task Force members to develop 28 performance measures.  A final version of the Core Measures was published on February 4, 2013.  
Core Measures Rollout Training Sessions: The EMS Authority will hold three two-day workshops to provide specific information on Core Measures to providers, Local EMS Agency administrators, medical directors, quality and data staff and software vendors.  The training will cover fundamental quality management concepts, use of Core Measures and implementation information as well as providing knowledge on how to provide Core Measure data to EMSA.  
These rollout sessions will explore the many ways in which Core Measures could be used as tools, such as local performance improvement, regional healthcare oversight, and statewide public health surveillance.  The rollout sessions were held February 27th and 28th in Sacramento, March 6th and 7th in Los Angeles and March 11th and 12th in Concord.    
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