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SUBJECT:

Amendments to EMT Regulations
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve the proposed changes to the EMT Regulations.
FISCAL IMPACT:
These regulations may impact private and public sector EMT training programs by requiring they increase their hours of training from the current minimum of 120 hours to the proposed minimum of 160 hours.  Some EMT training programs already meet or exceed the 160 hours recommended in this regulation revision.  For those training programs needing to increase their hours, the costs will vary throughout the state based on what those training programs pay their instructors.  Estimated instructor costs range from $55 to $90 per hour.  For an increase in 20 hours of classroom instruction this would translate into an increase of $1,100 to $1,800 per EMT class. Estimated lab instructor costs range from $40 to $68 per hour.  For an increase in 20 hours of lab instruction this would translate into an increase of $800 to $1,360 per EMT class.  Based on these estimates an EMT training program may experience a $1,900 to $3,160 in increased costs per EMT course. 
DISCUSSION:

EMS Authority (EMSA) staff have completed three separate public comment periods for the proposed changes to the EMT Regulations.  After considering all the comments and making any necessary changes to the proposed text, the Regulations are ready for the Commission’s approval.  The proposed changes include the following:
1. Incorporate the National EMS Education Standards;
2. Increase the required EMT course hours from 120 to 160 hours (136 hours of didactic training and 24 hours of clinical experience) and the minimum number of patient contacts from 5 to 10;

3. Amend the scope of practice to mirror the National EMS Scope of Practice Model;
4. Clean-up sections of the regulations to provide more clarity.

Attached for the Commission’s review are the public comments tables with the Authority’s responses for the 45-day, 15-day and 2nd 15-day public comment periods.

Some of the critical issues identified from the public comment periods are:
1. Scope of practice – In general, there was support for adopting the scope of practice items from the National Scope of Practice Model.  A few comments were received recommending the addition of blood glucose testing by EMTs.  Because the finger stick is an invasive procedure, the EMS Authority is not including this in the scope of practice. Current EMT Regulations allow for EMTs to set up for ALS procedures under the direction of an Advanced EMT or paramedic which would allow an EMT to assist with the blood glucose test, excluding the finger stick.   
2. Hours of Training – A number of comments were received both supporting and opposing the proposed 40-hour increase in EMT training.  The EMS Authority will continue to recommend the minimum hours of training to be 160 (136 hours didactic and 24 hours clinical) due to the increased clinical hours and the increased emphasis on pathophysiology in the didactic portions in the new instructional guidelines.  The EMS Authority initially recommended a six month transition period for existing EMT training programs to meet the increase in hours, however, because of comments received, the EMS Authority will recommend that transition period be increased to twelve months giving curriculum committees ample time to meet and implement the increased number of hours.   
3. Clinical Training – A number of comments were received both supporting and opposing the proposed increase in the minimum number of patient contacts from 5 contacts to 10 contacts.  The new Educational Standards recommend 10 patient contacts in the clinical portion of EMT training.  The Authority agrees with this recommendation due to the increase in the number of hours and skills required under the new Educational Standards. 
Attachments:

· Proposed Regulations
· 2nd 15-Day Public Comments Table with responses
· Summary Table of changes to existing regulations
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