	STATE OF CALIFORNIA – HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY
	ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

	
	

	EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

1930 9th STREET

SACRAMENTO, CA 95811-7043

(916) 322-4336
FAX (916) 324-2875
	[image: image1.png]





Commission on EMS

December 1, 2010

Page 2


DATE:

December 1, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley, Interim Director
PREPARED BY:
Adam Morrill, Health Program Specialist I


EMS Personnel Standards Unit
SUBJECT:
Revisions to the Physician’s Order for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST) Form
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information and approve the proposed revisions to the POLST Form. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact.
DISCUSSION:

Background:

AB 3000 (Wolk, Chapter 266, Statutes of 2008) introduced a new do not resuscitate (DNR) form to the Probate Code, the Physician’s Order for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST).     AB 3000 also named the EMS Authority (EMSA) as the agency responsible for approving the POLST form (Form).  

The Commission approved the current version of the form at the December 16, 2008 meeting and the Statewide DNR Guidelines at the March 25, 2009 meeting.

POLST Task Force

Over the course of the last year and a half the California Coalition for Compassionate Care (CCCC) has had the opportunity to evaluate the form’s use and receive comments from their stakeholders.  The POLST Task Force created a Documentation Committee to process and make recommendations on the more than 200 suggested changes received from healthcare providers, consumer advocates, and others.  The Committee’s recommendations were reviewed and approved by the full POLST Task Force.
The changes to the Form recommended by the CCCC do not require any changes be made in the Statewide DNR Guidelines.  As such, it is recommended that the Commission approve the revised form.

Attached are the following documents detailing the process for developing the revisions and the proposed changes are attached for your reference:

· Cover letter regarding the proposed changes to the POLST form, 

· Revised POLST form (with and without the proposed changes highlighted), 
· Summary of the proposed changes,
· Comments and suggestions from the POLST Task Force.
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