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SUBJECT:

Amendments to Paramedic Regulations

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on the status of the proposed revisions to the Paramedic Regulations. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
None initially, however some paramedic service providers may experience increased training and equipment costs associated with the addition of certain scope of practice items. 

DISCUSSION:

The Paramedic Regulations were released for a 45-Day Public Comment period from September 9, 2011 through October 24, 2011. The EMS Authority is currently reviewing the paramedic scope of practice items to determine which scope items will be the basic scope of practice and which scope items will be in the local optional scope.  Once this process is completed the proposed amendments will be released for a 15-day public comment period. 

Here are the critical issues related to the proposed amendments to the Paramedic Regulations and the public comments:

1. Advanced Prehospital Paramedic

The Advanced Prehospital Paramedic (APP) was removed from the proposed amendments to the Paramedic Regulations because the majority of comments received did not support the APP.  

2. Critical Care Paramedic

The Critical Care Paramedic (CCP) training topics and hours were amended for consistency with the Board for Critical Care Transport Paramedic Certification (BCCTPC) recommendations for training.   The minimum hours of training will be proposed to increase from 120 hours to 202 hours with additional topics and rotations through various clinical settings.  The BCCTPC examination is also being proposed as a standardized test requirement for local EMS accreditation.  The BCCTPC is a non-profit organization that has a professionally developed standardized and validated critical care transport paramedic and flight medic examinations.  It is also being proposed that Critical Care Paramedics maintain continuous BCCTPC certification in order to maintain accreditation from their local EMS agency.   Even though the proposed revisions to the Paramedic Regulations do not include a Flight Paramedic certification examination, the critical care paramedic training topics will prepare the candidate for the BCCTCP’s flight medic examination.    
3. Scope of Practice
The EMS Authority initially proposed making additions to the paramedic basic scope of practice, mostly from the local optional scope of practice.  A number of comments were received to move some of the basic scope of practice items into the local optional scope.  Upon further review it was felt that there are certain scope of practice items that need to be reviewed to determine if a particular scope item should remain in the basic scope or be move to optional scope or removed all together.  The EMS Authority, with assistance from the Emergency Medical Services Medical Directors Association of California’s Scope of Practice Committee, is reviewing a number of paramedic basic scope of practice and the local optional scope of practice items to make recommendations to the EMS Authority for which scope items would be better located, either in the basic scope or local optional scope.      
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