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DATE:

September 22, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Johnathan Jones, RN, BSN

Trauma and Specialty Care Coordinator
SUBJECT:

Stroke/STEMI System Update
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Receive information regarding the Stroke/STEMI Systems.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
DISCUSSION

The local EMS agencies (LEMSA) continue to develop local optional Stroke Care Systems and/or STEMI (ST segment elevation myocardial infarction - a heart attack recognized on a 12-lead EKG) Care Systems. The systems’ structure and depth vary from LEMSA to LEMSA. To date, the EMS Authority has identified all LEMSAs as developing STEMI or Stroke systems of care; however, 21 LEMSAs have implemented STEMI systems of care and 9 have implemented Stroke Care Systems. A system is defined as facility recognition, destination policy, quality improvement process, and data collection.

Stroke Care Systems

The EMS Authority participates in biannual meetings of the Western States Stroke (Mission Lifeline) Task Force. This Task Force is comprised of public servants and multidiscipline clinicians with members from California, Nevada, and Utah. The group’s charge revolves around discussing best practices and the development of Stroke Care Systems.

The EMS Authority participates in the Bay Area Regional Stroke Data work group. This work group is dedicated to designing a data system to augment Stroke Care Systems in the Bay Area.

STEMI Systems
The STEMI Systems Work Group was co-convened by the American Heart Association (AHA)/American Stroke Association (ASA) and the California Department of Public Health (CDPH).  CDPH is in the final editing of Recommendations for the Establishment of an Optimal System of Acute STEMI Care for Adults.  The EMS Authority has reviewed the final draft seeking collaborative EMS system input and ensuring the document reflects appropriate EMS terminology and practice. The document is being reviewed by CDPH and is expected to be released in the fall of 2010.
The EMS Authority participates in biannual meetings of the Western States STEMI (Mission Lifeline) Task Force. This Task Force is comprised of public servants and multidiscipline clinicians with members from California, Nevada, and Utah. The group's charge revolves around discussing best practices and the development of STEMI Care Systems.
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