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DATE:		June 20, 2012

TO:			Commission on EMS

FROM:		Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
Director

PREPARED BY:	Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief
	Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:		Disaster Medical Response Training and Exercises


RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information regarding the California Emergency Medical Services Authority’s Disaster Medical Response Training and Exercises in May and June 2012.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

DISCUSSION:

The California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMS Authority) conducted two federally funded full-scale earthquake response exercises in May and June 2012.

The Disaster Healthcare Volunteers/Medical Reserve Corps (DHV/MRC) “Hands Across the Bay” Training and Exercise on May 4th and 5th was a collaborative event held in the Oakland Coliseum with 15 different entities, including ten MRCs from around the San Francisco Bay Area and two county Disaster Healthcare Volunteer units.  Exercise objectives included testing recently revised deployment procedures for mobilizing, deploying and demobilizing healthcare volunteers from one jurisdiction to another; providing clinical training in a simulated disaster environment, and testing a medical cache purchased with Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) funds  as well as a “First Responder Rehab Unit” owned by the Oakland Fire Department.  More than 200 volunteers participated in the exercise and travelled from as far away as Los Angeles.  

Special appreciation is extended to the City of Oakland Medical Reserve Corps that is sponsored by the Oakland Fire Department and the Fremont Medical Reserve Corps that is sponsored by the Fremont Fire Department for helping to coordinate the event.  This exercise was funded by a competitive grant the EMS Authority sought in partnership with the California Department of Public Health funded by the federal Emergency System for the Advance Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals (ESAR-VHP) Program.  
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The EMS Authority’s Golden Guardian Disaster Medical Response Training and Exercise was held on June 4th, 5th and 6th at Sacramento State.  The Golden Guardian exercise this year was based on the Southern California Catastrophic Earthquake Response Plan. 

This field event involved over 150 participants and focused on the continuum of care provided by California’s tiered disaster medical assets including air and ground ambulances, Ambulance Strike Teams/Medical Task Forces, California Medical Assistance Teams (CAL-MATs), Hospital Administrative Support Units, (HASUs), a Mission Support Team (MST), and a 50 bed Mobile Field Hospital (MFH).  

June 4th was a training day with exercise play beginning on June 5th.  June 6th  was a “Visitors’ Day” and involved “scaled back” exercise play based on lessons learned from the previous day.  An orientation to California’s Mobile Medical Assets was provided to visitors with static displays of assets and guided tours of the 50 bed MFH.    

Exercise objectives included testing MST procedures for providing medical resupply for the mobile medical assets, testing the interface of the MST with the HASU and the applicable Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs), and testing the “just-in-time” training procedures for the health-system-sponsored CAL-MATs and HASUs that provide personnel for the MFHs as well as for Alternate Care Sites.  

Special appreciation is extended to SCRIPPS Health for their leadership in providing training for the CAL-MATs and HASUs.  

This exercise was funded by the federal Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) grant in partnership with the California Department of Public Health.  Other partners for this event include the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA), the California National Guard, and Sacramento State.  
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