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DISCUSSION:

The EMS Authority is proud to announce a new grant award received from the California Office of Traffic Safety in the amount of $320,000.00. The award, which will provide continued support of the California EMS Information System (CEMSIS), will begin funding program personnel costs and contractual services on October 1, 2011 and end on September 30, 2012. 

While CEMSIS operations may appear quiet at first glance, a variety of activities are underway in preparation for the program’s strategic development. Linkage between CEMSIS and other statewide databases is a top priority. So far, CEMSIS hospital information has been successfully linked to data publically available from the California Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD). Now that we have achieved a successful linkage, we will use a similar approach to deployment of linkages with other statewide databases such as the OSHPD inpatient datasets and CHP SWITRS datasets. A system of linkage identifiers must be developed to support successful linkages, and we have initiated this process with the development of the CEMSIS Hospital List 2011. 
This list contains the basic location, facility identifiers, and basic EMS-related information for general acute care hospitals in California. Not only would this list provide a useful reference to our EMS partners, but the CEMSIS Hospital List 2011 will also facilitate:
· data linkage such among patient records from multiple LEMSAs (such as the case of inter-facility transfer of a trauma patient)

· linkage among EMS and trauma records

· linkage with external data systems
The CEMSIS Hospital List 2011 is currently under review by our LEMSA partners for completion and accuracy. Once approved, the list will be made available in a standardized document and updated annually by the CEMSIS program.

Another linkage project currently in progress links EMS data, OSHPD hospital data, and open source geographic information systems to geocode the location of all EMS-related hospitals in California. So far, the GPS coordinates for over 150 hospitals have been assigned. Once completed, maps will be sent to each LEMSA for review. This geographic information will be brought into CEMSIS to facilitate geospatial analysis across the state. The GPS coordinates and CEMSIS facility identifiers will be made available for public download in multiple formats to support the local reporting activities of our EMS partners.

Strategic development of the CEMSIS program is focused on activities which foster meaningful measures, optimal outcomes, injury and disease prevention, and most importantly, accessible data. We recognize that EMS data quality begins at the point of care, and our goal to enhance CEMSIS data access for our EMS partners will return dividends to all of us who participate in the CEMSIS program. While some portions of the CEMSIS Data Warehouse contain protected health and provider information which is not available to the public, there are other dimensions to CEMSIS which are not patient related. We plan to make this already-public information more accessible to our EMS partners.

Now that we have assembled working drafts for the many CEMSIS projects underway, it is time for collaborative review. EMS Authority data committees will be convening in September to review and develop final draft documents to support the CEMSIS program. To maximize our ability to involve as many participants as possible, most committee activities will be executed as independent review projects and managed using secure online collaboration tools. We are looking forward to this new form of committee engagement at CEMSIS!
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