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Specialty Care Systems 
SUBJECT:

EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

DISCUSSION:
EMSC Regulations:

The EMS Authority is currently working on EMS for Children regulations for California.  The development of the regulations began in March 2011.  Key EMS stakeholders have been asked to participate in the process and are actively involved in the development of these regulations.
A draft regulations document was sent out for Pre-public comment period with EMDAC and EMSAAC earlier this year. The comments were reviewed and responses considered by the EMSC Regulations task force and revisions to the draft regulations were made.  The revised regulations draft was put out for a second 45 day pre-public comment to all parties on August 17, 2012.
We will keep the EMS Commission informed on the progress of these regulations.    
EMSC TAC Meetings: 
The EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has been working on revising several EMSC related guidelines:
A. EMSA # 181, Guidelines For Pediatric Interfacility Transport Programs:
Draft revision of the guideline has been completed based on comments received during a public comment period held in the past.  The revised guideline is being reviewed by EMSC TAC and EMS Authority executive staff.  Upon completion of these reviews, the guideline will be sent out for a second public comment. 

B. EMSA #183: Interfacility Pediatric Trauma and Critical Care Consultation and/or Transfer Guidelines:
Draft revision of the guideline has been completed based on comments received during a public comment period held in the past.  The revised guideline is being reviewed by EMSC TAC and EMS Authority executive staff.  Upon completion of these reviews, the guideline will be sent out for a second public comment. 
C. EMSA #196: Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools:
Draft revision of the guideline has been completed based on comments received during a public comment period held in the past.  The revised guideline is being reviewed by EMSC TAC and EMS Authority executive staff.  Upon completion of these reviews, the guideline will be sent out for a second public comment. 

D. EMSA #188: Prehospital Pediatric Equipment For BLS/ALS Support Units;
Draft revisions to the guideline have been completed by EMSC TAC.  The draft revised guideline will be submitted to EMS Authority executive staff for review.   

The next EMSC TAC meeting is scheduled for October 1st, 2012 in San Diego.
EMSC Regulations:
The EMS Authority is currently working on EMS for Children regulations for California.  The development of the regulations began in March 2011.  Key EMS stakeholders have been asked to participate in the process and are actively involved in the development of these regulations.
A draft regulations document was sent out for Pre-public comment period with EMDAC and EMSAAC earlier this year. The comments were reviewed and responses considered by the EMSC Regulations task force and revisions to the draft regulations were made.  The revised regulations draft was put out for a second 45 day pre-public comment to all parties on August 17, 2012.
We will keep the EMS Commission informed on the progress of these regulations.    
California Pediatric Readiness of Emergency Departments Project:
The EMS Authority has partnered with Harbor-UCLA Medical Center to survey all hospital emergency departments in the state of California for pediatric readiness.  
The survey was based on 2009 national guidelines and California state guidelines for:  

· Administration and Coordination of the ED

· Physicians, Nurses, and Other Health Care Providers

· QI/PI in the ED

· Improving Pediatric Patient Safety 

· Policies, Procedures, and Protocols

· ED Support Services

· Equipment, Supplies, and Medications for the care of pediatric patients in the ED

The Pediatric Readiness project survey’s website officially closed with the response rate of 89%. The analyzed result was presented to the EMSC TAC and at the annual EMSC partnership meeting at Washington this year. The project was joined with the Federal EMSC program to evaluate pediatric readiness of emergency departments across the country with California being the first state to complete its review. 
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