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DATE:

March 21, 2012

TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief


Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Mission Support Team (MST) Program

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information regarding the EMS Authority’s MST Program. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

The MST Program is an essential component of the Mobile Medical Assets Program utilized by EMSA to respond to and mitigate mass casualty and other significant disaster events in California.  MST’s may be utilized in a variety of missions, but their primary function is to provide logistical support and coordination to the other components of the Mobile Medical Assets Program (Ambulance Strike Teams, California Medical Assistance Teams, Mobile Field Hospitals, etc.) in accordance with the Standardized Emergency Management System.
EMSA has recently developed the MST Intermediate Level Training and conducted the first course in Sacramento in January 2012.  This course builds on the fundamentals provided in the Basic Course and prepares MST members for their roles in Command, Operations, Planning/Intelligence, Logistics and Finance/Administration.  An additional Basic Level Course as well as another Intermediate Level offering are planned to enhance the existing pool of personnel who have previously received training.  Live In-The-Field training is planned as a significant element of the Golden Guardian Mobile Field Exercise scheduled for June 4th, 5th and 6th; 2012.
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Many members of the MST are employees of partner government agencies.  In refining MST procedures, EMSA endeavors to formalize the mechanism in which partner government agencies may be reimbursed for the compensation they provide their employees when they are deployed with EMSA’s MST for real-world missions.  EMSA is currently in the early stages of developing “Intergovernmental Employee Exchange Contracts” for this purpose.
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