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DATE:

September 21, 2011
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal

Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

The Joplin, Missouri Mobile Field Hospital 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on the deployment of a Mobile Field Hospital (MFH) in Joplin, Missouri.  The deployed hospital is similar to the EMS Authority’s MFHs.  
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

A devastating tornado destroyed St John’s Mercy Hospital in Joplin, Missouri on May 23, 2011 at 4:45pm.  BLU MED Response Systems, the EMS Authority’s MFH vender, responded to a request from the State of Missouri six days later and deployed a 60 bed MFH to serve as a full hospital replacement.  A SCRIPPS Health representative traveled to Joplin in July to assess MFH operations and learn lessons to benefit California’s MFH Program. 
The Joplin MFH will be deployed for 4 months as a replacement facility.  SCRIPPS Health learned valuable lessons that include the capability of a replacement hospital for a real world incident and plans for communication, transportation, financial impact, Human Resource impact, mitigation and recovery. The MFH has been very successful in sustaining medical care to the community since May, seeing an average of 65 patients per day in the Emergency Dept and housing an average of 50 inpatients.  
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