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DATE:

September 22, 2010




TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director

PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal

Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Ambulance Strike Team/Medical Task Force (AST/MTF) Program
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information regarding the EMS Authority’s Ambulance Strike Team/Medical Task Force Program. 
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

The AST/MTF Program is an essential component of the Mobile Medical Assets Program utilized by EMSA to respond to and mitigate mass casualty and other significant disaster events in California. Ambulance Strike Teams are modeled after strike teams routinely used by the fire service in mutual aid response in that they are comprised of 5 like ambulances, Advanced Life Support (ALS) or Basic Life Support (BLS), plus an Ambulance Strike Team Leader (ASTL) and a Disaster Medical Support Unit (DMSU).  This program was originally approved by the Commission in June 2003.
Revisions to the AST/MTF System Manual to make it consistent with the principles in the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual (CDMOM) have been completed and will soon be distributed.  The manual will undergo revision again in 2011 to bring it into conformity with the new Emergency Function 8 (EF8) Operations Manual currently under development.  Emergency Function 8 is the Public Health and Medical Function of the State Emergency Plan.  The EF 8 Operations Manual will be the document integrating the CDMOM with the California Disaster Health Operations Manual (CDHOM).  The training program for the ASTL has also been revised and will be distributed shortly.  
Approval has recently been obtained for the purchase of 13 additional DMSUs utilizing Homeland Security Grant Funds.  These units will be distributed to local disaster response partners to support AST response in their area.  This will bring the total number of DMSU-AST programs in the State to 39.  
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