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Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT)
What is it?

A group of medical and support personnel designed to provide emergency medical care during a disaster or other unusual event.  DMATs are designed to be a rapid-response element to supplement local medical care when needed.

Who should consider joining?

Doctors, Nurses, PAs, NPs, Pharmacists and Pharmacy Assistants, Paramedics, EMTs, Respiratory Techs, Lab Techs, Communication Experts, and Logistical/Support Personnel interested in participating in disaster response.  Quite often only organized teams like DMATs are called on to assist in this work; individual talents need to be coupled with disaster response training.

What do DMAT teams do?

Standard DMAT teams provide medical care either in hospital or clinical settings (augmenting local resources that have been overtaxed) or in austere conditions such as field treatment sites established for a specific disaster response.  Teams are also deployed as “standby resources” at special events such as Political Conventions, Presidential Inaugurations, Olympics and Special Olympics, etc.  Specialty DMAT teams provide mortuary assistance, veterinary assistance, burn treatment care, surgical assistance, and mental health care.

Who organizes or coordinates DMAT teams?

The DMAT system is coordinated by the federal Office of Emergency Preparedness through the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS).  NDMS provides equipment and training to all authorized teams.  In California the teams are funded by the California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA), which also coordinates and sponsors an annual state-wide DMAT training event.

Are team members paid for their service?

Teams train and organize as volunteers, but are paid as employees of the federal government when deployed to a disaster or special event.

What would my commitment be if I joined a DMAT team?

Each team has specific requirements, typically participation once a month at either a team meeting or a training event.  When the team is deployed, each member has the option of making themselves available.

Where are teams located in California?

California teams are located in San Diego, Los Angeles, Orange County, San Bernardino, San Francisco Bay Area, and the Sacramento Region.

How can I get more information or join a California DMAT team?

The EMS Authority’s website has extensive information about DMATs, and also has all application forms available online at:  www.emsa.ca.gov or you may call the Authority at (916) 322-4336.

