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EMDAC Meeting Minutes

December 2, 2008

San Francisco, California

Members Present: Garzon, D’Souza, Gilbert, Luoto, Brazzel, Stubblefield, Benedict, Clark, Pointer, Brown, Falck, Ghilarducci, Rudnick, Mackey, Hayes, Ronay, Stiner, Teufel, Koenig, Stolp, Lotach, Barger, Vaezazizi, Salvucci
Guests: Ngo, Steiner, Tharratt, Shatz, Wright, Hsieh, Oh, Jones, Sporer, Ord
10:30-11:00 - Scope of Practice:
· Brief discussion regarding an issue at one county regarding use of magnets for pacemakers.

· Brief discussion ensued of how to handle issues with new and unique medical devices.
· Survey on new and emerging policies and technologies – A survey sent electronically for these issues already has had responses from 10 LEMSAs, and was passed around in printed format for more input. When finalized, this data will be shared with the EMDAC.
· Discussion followed about updating the existing basic and optional scope of practice data maintained by EMSA.  Basic SOP last updated 8/07, and Optional SOP last updated 1/08. EMSA will survey LEMSA medical directors to update this information.

· Dr. Tharratt brought up issue of addressing how the scope of practice committee runs, with particular attention to addressing the optional scope of practice process.  Future meeting dates for conf calls were confirmed.

11:00-11:10 – General Meeting
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for Sept 2008 Approved.

Treasurer’s Report – Expenses lower than expected this past year.  Treasurer is expecting an additional 5% on expenses this coming year. Recommendation to keep the dues the same for this coming year was submitted by the treasurer. 

11:10-11:30 – Old Business
Air Medical Task Force:
Dr. Tharratt reports that the National Association of State EMS Medical Directors has reconvened the aero-medical sub-committee to address recent national trends to address recent aero-medical tragedies. 

Nationally, 25% of people transported by air are discharged from the hospital.

Documents for EMS data collection reviewed and input requested for the following:

· 12 Lead Interpretation

· Indications for Advanced Airway

· Reasons for Air Transport Utilization

Update on committee given, and request for additional input requested.

11:30- 12:00 - New Business:
EMDAC 2008-09 Goals:
Existing Mission Statement reviewed

A Vision Statement was suggested, and developing one was recommended by Dr. Mackey
Potential Goals were suggested:

· Remodel the paramedic Scope of Practice

· Develop a journal club focusing on “best practices in EMS” for presentation at the annual EMSAAC conference

· Others?
Dr. Mackey acknowledged what EMDAC members are already doing serving on other committees and doing EMS work on a volunteer basis. He is also requesting more involvement.

Brief discussion was had for the possible participation in these activities of any of the EMS/Disaster fellows from any of the 6 fellowships in California.

12:50- 14:20 – Afternoon portion of meeting
Regionalization of trauma steering committee update - J. Jones updated on committee activities.

Old Business – EMREF – Emergency Medicine Research and Education Foundation
· Presentation by Chip Rath:

· EMREF – 501C3 starter by members of Cal ACEP – set up to provide research and communication within EMS. 

· Teach Basic Disaster Life Support course.

· Work in violence prevention

· Provider for ITLS

· Have research money available, with application form on their web site: http://www.emref.org/  . For more information, email crath3@gmail.com
Old Business – POLST – Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment
· Presentation by Jay Goldman, who reviewed form
· Similar to the form used in Oregon for 15 yrs
· Goes into effect state-wide on Jan 1, 2009
· Legislation recommends that this form be used across all treatment situations.

· Discussion ensued about using this form exclusively, and letting the existing CMA form to fall out of use.
New Business – Bylaws Revision:
Dr. Mackey discussed process for revision of our bylaws, with specific reference to changing the scope of practice committee membership process discussed at the last meeting.  The current process for revision of bylaws requires a simple majority of a quorum (at least 1/3rd of members) of voting members.  Proxy and absentee ballot voting is part of the process.
Suggested changes:

· Changes suggested to the term limits language of our bylaws for certain positions

· Changes suggested to the language for membership of the scope of practice committee

[The exact details of these changes will be distributed to the committee and open for discussion and final revisions at the next meeting] 

New Business – New positions needing volunteers:

Legislative committee – Dr. Mackey suggesting that 2 physicians participate in the regular conf calls, with the 4 Sacramento area physicians (Mackey, Falck, Garzon, Brazzel) available for participation in legislative meetings in Sacramento. Dr. Ghilarducci and Dr. Teufel? volunteered to participate as representatives for the conference calls.
LEMSA Advisory Council – need three volunteers for 2010, but will not take names now

President Elect – Currently don’t have one. We will need to elect a president elect at the next elections.

14:20- - Roundtable:

Rudnick – Asked a question about thought on changing disaster triage to add another category (color) – no comments.  Also reported on a large MCI where responders were overwhelmed with “red” triage categories. 
Ghilarducci – Developed a system to use private ambi dispatch to E.D. transports.

Goldman – Kaiser-Permanente - Reported that Kaiser is seeing a lot of “over triage” to PCI centers.  

Hsieh – SF Paramedic Association – Putting on a conf Sept ‘09

Salvucci – Discussed the Zofran study they are conducting. Also reported that they will start a hypothermia protocol. Also doing a “Smart Man” CPR feedback program. 
Brief discussion of hypothermia ensued. Alameda Co is about to start a skin surface cooling study.
Stubblefield – reviewing Monterey’s MCI plan.

D’Souza – deleted needle crycothyrodotomy from San Mateo protocols. Further discussion ensued about use of King tube airway, using King Tubes in pediatrics, and eliminating pediatric intubation all together.
Garzon – Sac Co still considering a hypothermia protocol. Sac Co area hospitals have decreased E.D. diversion hours for most hospitals from hundreds of hours per month down to less than 40-50 hrs per month.  

Vaezazizi – ICEMA has instituted a diversion policy for STEMI (4 centers). QI process in place includes the participating hospitals doing QA on each other! EMS will get aggregate data of hospital QA process.  ICEMA is also looking at instituting a no diversion for volume policy.  
Barger – Contra Costa doing ECGs on 18% of their transports, with 2% positives.  Also interested in uniform set of data for STEMI, including uniform definitions of what is false positive, etc. Also looking to cut out pediatric intubation. 
Lotsch – Solano in RFP process for medic ambulances – time frame for new provider is Feb ’09. 

Teufel – Sutter will be leaving Marin General in 2010. 

Ronay – SLO Co instituting STEMI and CVA diversion at the same time

Haynes – S.D.Co. – after recent lectures by military physicians, they are looking at possible use of tourniquets for blast injury.  Trying to get an EMT program going in rural counties.  Looking at whether or not AMA pt’s should get ECGs before AMA. Discussion of quality of medical care in prison system, and how there has been a ‘house cleaning’ process to improve care.
