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March 24, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM




Director

PREPARED BY:
Donna Westlake

EMS for Children Coordinator
SUBJECT:
EMS for Children Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Guidelines:  Hospitals
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve the EMS for Children Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Guidelines:  Hospitals
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

Attached for EMS Commission approval is the EMS for Children Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Guidelines: Hospitals.  These guidelines are for large and small hospitals serving both urban and rural California communities.  The guidelines include references that provide supporting evidence for the recommendations and tools for implementation.  These guidelines supplement the Emergency Department Guidelines for the Care of Pediatric Patients adopted by the Emergency Medical Services Commission on March 26, 2008, which describe the minimum standards for the care of children in day-to-day emergencies. These guidelines will be a supportive document to the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual; EMSA #DMS 219.
The guidelines were sent out for a 60-day public comment period from April 20, 2009-June 18, 2009.  The guidelines were revised based on the comments received.  The revised guidelines were reviewed by the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual Committee and by the Emergency Medical Services Administrators Association of California.  The final draft was approved by the EMSC Technical Advisory Committee on January 29, 2010.

Attached for your approval are the following:

· A copy of the final draft of the EMS for Children Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Guidelines:  Hospitals
· A table of public comments received during the 60-day public comment period which includes our responses to the comments.
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