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Childcare First Aid, CPR, and Preventive Health Task Force
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None
DISCUSSION:

1. In 1993, EMSA was named as the state department in charge of standards and oversight for child care provider first aid, CPR, and preventive health and safety practices training.  (The statutes establishing this training can be found in the Health and Safety Code, Sections 1596.750, 1596.866, 1797.107, and 1797.191.  The standards can be found in the California Code of Regulations, Title 22; Division 9; Chapter 1.1, Sections 100000.1 to 100000.35, “Training Standards for Child Care Providers.”)

2. In California, child care providers in state-licensed homes and centers are required to take 15 hours of health training that will assist them in the care they give to approximately one million children in the state who are in daily child care outside of their homes.  The training teaches child care providers how to deal with injured and ill children in emergencies, but also teaches them how to prevent children’s illness and injury in the child care setting.
3. The original child care training regulations were established in 1993 and updated in 1998.  With changes in the science of CPR, first aid, and preventive health and safety practices, it is imperative that EMSA bring the regulations for the training up to current standards.
4. As a result of the need to update the standards for this training program, EMSA staff convened a task force on September 29, 2011 to address this need. 
5. The task force is made up of representatives from various areas of expertise in children’s health.  There are representatives from state departments, national first aid training organizations, and children’s health organizations, in addition to child care providers, parents, and EMSA-approved training businesses.

6. The task force will work for approximately six months, until March 2012.  Once the work of the task force is done, EMSA will begin the regulatory process in April of 2012.  We expect that the regulatory process will take approximately one year to complete, so we are forecasting that the new child care training regulations will take effect in June of 2013.
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