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DISCUSSION

The EMS Authority, advised by the EMS for Children Technical Advisory Committee (EMSA TAC), has revised EMSA #185:  Guidelines for Prehospital Pediatric Protocol Development and is submitted to the Commission on EMS for approval.  
The EMSC TAC recognizes that many local EMS agencies (LEMSA) within the state have previously integrated pediatric care within their overall protocols for prehospital care. In this document the EMS Authority, informed by the EMSC TAC, recommends local EMS agencies address specific issues in the development of pediatric protocols:

· Definition of a Pediatric Patient

· Pediatric Assessment

· BLS and ALS Management Principles

· Pediatric-Specific Protocols

· Integration of Pediatric Considerations into General Protocols

In addition, this document provides references for protocols from other states and from within California as examples for local EMS agencies that wish to update their protocols or that have not yet initiated protocol development for children.  The document was given to the EMS Administrators Association and EMS Medical Directors Association for 
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a 30-day Pre-Public comment period.  Revisions were made to the document based on the comments received.  A public comment period was provided from August 15, 2011 
through September 15, 2011.  Minor revisions were made to the document based on comments received.  A summary of comments received from the public comment period is attached along with the final version of the document.  Once approved by the Commission on EMS, the document will be provided to each LEMSA and placed on the EMSA website. 
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