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                      Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
Why pharmacy assistants on DMAT teams?

A critical member of the DMAT team, the Pharmacy Assistant is responsible for providing a full range of complex and technical support functions involving pharmaceutical procedures and techniques.  The Pharmacy Assistant, under the supervision of the Pharmacist, will:

· Have technical responsibility for the distribution and accountability of drugs utilized at a disaster site.

· Develop expertise in  the pharmaceutical aspects of field medical care disaster medicine.

· Be responsible for ordering, receiving, and maintaining adequate stocks of pharmaceutical supplies at the disaster site.

· Maintain an inventory system to make ready an available supply of pharmaceuticals.

· Package and label all products including those with complex chemical properties.

· Store drugs and solutions and check stocks for expiration dates and rotate stocks as required.

· Inventory team drug and solution stocks and recognize consumption and supply levels.

· Accept requests for drugs and fill written orders from medical officers.

· Determine kind, strength, and dosage of drug to be dispensed.

· Recognize drug shortages and advise of potential substitutions.

· Maintain security of dangerous drugs.

What are the qualification standards for pharmacy assistants as members of a DMAT team?

· One year of professional experience related to the position duties

· Must meet State law governing pharmacy technicians in the State where the applicant is employed or the State where the NDMS response team is located

How to get more information or join a California DMATteam?

The California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) has extensive information and membership applications on its website:  www.emsa.ca.gov or you may call the Authority at (916) 322-4336.
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