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Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT)

Why Physicians  on DMAT teams?

A critical member of the DMAT team, the Physician carries out medical diagnoses and treatment involving medical care disaster medicine.  The physician will:

· Triage patients on entry to medical services and perform direct patient care, often in austere field conditions.

· Assess patients and perform minor surgery, treat simple fractures and wounds.

· Diagnose musculoskeletal and neurological injuries by physical exam, stabilizing musculoskeletal injuries where possible.  

· Identify internal & external hemorrhage and treat appropriately.

· Identify conditions that require surgical intervention and make referral for service.

· Prescribe and administer drugs for infection, pain and other conditions.

· Supervise the care of other medical professionals.

· Where qualified and interested, act as chief medical officer and/or team commander for specific disaster missions.

What are the qualification standards for Physicians as members of a DMAT team?

· Doctor of Medicine or Doctor of Osteopathy degree 

· Minimum one year supervised experience in a clinical setting, i.e. internship or first year of residency.

· Valid and unrestricted license to practice medicine in a State, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or a territory of the U.S.

Are there additional desirable qualifications?  Yes!!

· Skill in emergency medicine or surgery

· Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) training and/or certification

· Experience in practice of emergency/disaster/military medicine

· Formal training in disaster medical services

How to get more information or join a California DMAT team?

The California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) has extensive information and membership applications on its website:  www.emsa.ca.gov or you may call the Authority at (916) 322-4336.

