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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

SHERATON GATEWAY 

LOS ANGELES, CA

MARCH 28, 2007

MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Sheldon Gilbert; Colleen Kuhn; Bruce Lee; Louis Meyer; Helen Najar; Janice Ogar, R.N.; Lewis Stone; Chris Van Gorder; Ramon Johnson, M.D.; Megan Corry; R. Steven Tharratt, M.D. 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

Anmol Mahal, MD; Steve Stranathan; Eugene Hardin, M.D.; Robert MacKersie, M.D.; David Herfindahl, M.D.

EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:

Cesar Aristeiguieta, MD; Bonnie Sinz; Daniel Smiley; Nancy Steiner; Sean Trask; Charles Teddington; Jeff Rubin; Reba Anderson; Robin R Robinson

AUDIENCE PRESENT:

Dr. Bruce Haynes

Dr. Sidney Starkman

John Sitar, Ontario Fire

Scott Jones, Victor Valley College

David Austin, AMR

Jay Goldman, Kaiser Permanente

Michael Osur, Riverside County

David A. Nevins, CAA

Kevin White, CPF
Samantha Verga, LBMMC/APCC

Bruce Haynes, San Diego Imperial EMS

Michael Antonucci, Upland Fire/Cal Chiefs

Marcy Metz, San Diego County EMS

Bill Koenig, LA County EMS

Danielle Cendejas, Senator Gloria Romero’s office

Debbie Meier, CALChiefs

Greg Boswell, OCEMS

Miles Julihn, El Dorado EMSA

Vickie Pinette, S-SVEMS

Eric Rudnick, Nor Cal EMS

Tom McGinnis, Hall Ambulance

Doug Sisk, MVEMSA

Bonny Martignoni, Coastal Valleys EMS

Michael Frenn, Solano EMS

Carmel Angelo, San Diego County

Cathy Ord, CalChiefs/Newport Beach

Sidney Starkman, M.D., Fast-Mag/UCLA

Joe Powell, Rialto Fire

Pam Martinez

Mark Hartwig, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Stephanie Rasmussen, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

Ted Peterson, Cal Chiefs

Sam Stratton, OCEMS

Dan Spiess, Nor-Cal EMS

Bruce Barton, Riverside County EMS

Leslie Jessop-Watkins, Blythe Ambulance

I. CALL TO ORDER 


Louis Meyer, Chairman, at 9:40 a.m.

II.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MARCH 28, 2007 MINUTES.


Commissioner Meyer entertained a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  


Action:   (Moved) Van Gorder, seconded (Ogar) passed unanimously to approve the Minutes.


Commissioner Ogar mentioned that he asked/suggested that regulations be modified to include a reference to the Administrative Procedures Act.  


Action:  (Moved) Meyer, seconded (Ogar) passed unanimously to approve the minutes as amended.

III.
GOVERNOR’S HEALTH CARE PLAN REVIEW

Commissioner Meyer changed the agenda order by moving Trina Gonzales’ (Health and Human Services Agency) presentation to before the Director’s Report to accommodate Ms. Gonzales’ flight schedule.  Report was made in response to Commissioner Ogar’s request that it be provided to the Commission.


Dr. Cesar Aristeiguieta introduced Ms. Gonzales, who is the Assistant Secretary for Program and Fiscal Affairs at the California Health and Human Services Agency. 
III.
GOVERNOR’S HEALTH CARE PLAN REVIEW (continued)


Ms. Gonzalez presented the Governor’s Health Care Reform Initiative.  


The initiative covered three areas:  



Prevention and wellness



Shared responsibility and coverage for all



Cost containment and affordability strategies


Commissioner Najar had a question regarding Blue Shield dropping its coverage with many large organizations including the California Association of Realtors as well as a question regarding Medi-Cal.

IV.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Dr. Aristeiguieta introduced new EMSA staff members:  Charles Teddington, Robin Robinson, as well as veteran Reba Anderson.


Dr. Aristeiguieta presented information about the Paramedic Licensing and Enforcement program regarding enforcement considerations for alcohol and drug related offenses.  A draft matrix was provided to give the Commission answers to previous requests asking for details about how EMSA has managed individuals who may be impaired by alcohol and drug issues. 


Discussion by Commission members centered around clarification regarding the matrix and its use.  Dr. Aristeiguieta discussed legal counsel’s and the employer’s role in working with paramedic and noted Health and Safety Code 1798.200 and the use of existing statutes and regulations as the legal basis for this matrix.  The plan was identified as consistent with what is being done with the Nursing Board and the Board of Medicine.   


The Commission also engaged in discussion regarding SB 254.  It was noted that a prior group established at EMSA that was to further explore EMT Licensure and move this effort along.  Several members stressed how important bringing this group back together again is; and how important it is for the stakeholders and EMS Authority to be in the same room.

Commissioner Lee concurred with Commissioner Meyer regarding reconvening a group of stakeholders; he mentioned EMSAAC specifically.  A motion was made by Commissioner Lee and seconded by Commissioner Gilbert. 


Action:  Moved (Lee), seconded (Gilbert) to Reconvene the EMT Task Force 
IV.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)

Commissioner Gilbert stressed the importance of the group getting back together.  Dr. Aristeiguieta noted that the Health and Human Services Agency was named as the agency responsible for working with the stakeholders in veto message.

Discussion ensured regarding the appropriate body to coordinate and convene any task force.  It was determined that the Commission has the ability to convene a subcommittee.  However, they would have to be open meetings and they would have to be publicly noticed.  Also, only a limited number of Commissioners could be present at the meetings.


Commissioner Meyer stated that there was a motion on the table and a second that the Commission wants to pull a group back together.  Commissioner Meyer stated that he wanted the Commission to take action within the next 30 days.


Commissioner Lee stated that he would amend the motion to reflect that the group be a subcommittee of the Commission and that EMDAC be included in this group.  

Action:  Moved (Lee), passed unanimously. 



Commissioner Ogar stated that she would like to see a document – a table of sorts – that discusses the disciplinary process for physicians, nurses, and current regulatory stipulations for EMTs and paramedics.


Dr. Aristeiguieta added that he was in the process of reorganizing the Director’s Advisory Group so that he could ensure full and representation from all EMS stakeholder groups.  Dr. Aristeiguieta thanked the individuals who have served on the DAG and then asked for the organizations to appoint a new representative.  He added that he had not received all nominations for replacements.


Dr. Aristeiguieta directed the Commission’s attention to a sheet of paper that stated the local EMSA disciplinary policy reviews.  He added that at the next Commission meeting he would like to report that all local EMS agencies have met the mandate to have a disciplinary policy in place.


Dr. Aristeiguieta mentioned that former EMSA staff counsel Rae DeLong had accepted a post with Office of HIPPA Implementation but was still providing advice and handling issues on matters that were critical to the EMSA.  He also mentioned that this year’s budget would allow for the hiring of a legal assistant which would help ameliorate the workload that consisted of 300 investigations a year.  

Dr. Aristeiguieta mentioned that the firm PriceWaterCooper was the winning bidder of a project for the Department of Health Services that would review the standards, regulations, reimbursement, and operating procedures for handling medical and health disasters within the State of California.  He stated that the delivery date of this project is June 30. 

V.
CONSENT CALENDAR



Action:  Moved (Myer), seconded (Ogar) passed unanimously to pass the consent calendar as recommended.

VI.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

During the December 6, 2006 meeting the following nominations were made:

Administrative Committee:  Commissioner Lee. 


Vice Chair:  Dr. Tharratt.


Chair:  Megan Corry.


Nominations were closed. 
Action:  Moved (Meyer), seconded (Stone) passed unanimously to accept the nominations as stated.

Action:  Moved (Kuhn), seconded (Ogar) passed unanimously to elect the officers as nominated.

Chairperson Megan Corry began chairing the meeting.

VII.
EMS SYSTEMS

Bonnie Sinz, Chief, gave a report on the EMS for Children Program.  She stated that they’re getting ready for public comment, emergency department guidelines, and the pre-hospital pediatric equipment for BLS, ALS response.  The EMS-C coordinators began working on treatment protocols and revising them for a 1994 document.

The Pediatric Disaster Preparedness Group is working actively on developing a pediatric component to local and State disaster plans, identifying pediatric disaster resource centers, and developing a template to integrate a pediatric specific disaster exercise process when State and local disaster exercises are being held.  She also stated that there are two brand-new subcommittees that will deal with pediatric critical care center guidelines, and interfacility transfer and transport.


Trauma Update

Ms. Sinz reported that the Trauma Advisory Committee had a conference call that discussed working on steps to work on the trauma system-planning document. She stated that House bill, HR 727 and a companion bill, SB 657 that reenacts the Trauma Care Systems Planning and Development Act.  She added that it would look at appropriation in 2008 for $12 million, 2009 – $10 million, and 2010-2011 for $8 million.

VII.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)
Data Systems Update

Ms. Sinz stated that the California Emergency Medical Services Information System is moving forward.  There are two components being worked on:  EMS section – the Data Committee covers quite a broad spectrum of representation, both at the EMS administration level as well as the provider level.  She mentioned that the group met recently.  She stated that a representative from NEMSIS (National EMS Information System) is assisting EMS to become compliant with NEMSIS requirements in EMS data collection.

Ms. Sinz reported on the subgroup(s) that were very active:  LA County EMS Agency, San Diego County EMS Agency, and the City of San Diego Fire Department who are developing responses to comments received during the public comment period on all the data elements which will be given to the main Data Committee when they reconvene in May.

Trauma Registry

Federal funds are anticipated and they will assist with CEMSIS EMS component as well as the Trauma Registry document.  A request for offer is out and will be finished in the beginning of April; a consultant will assist with a feasibility study and help to develop a process for selecting a vendor to house the statewide trauma registry.

Transportation System

The review of the EMS policy for submission of a transportation program regarding ambulance zones, as well as exclusive operating areas is in its final stages.  An aeromedical summit was well attended – there were up to 90 people.  Ms. Sinz mentioned the speakers:  Dr. Salvucci, who presented on the medical quality and medical control issues.  Nancy Lapalla and Bruce Lee spoke about access, destination, disposition, dispatch, and data and representatives from the LA County Fire Department, and CalStar spoke about safety, cost, and reimbursement.

Ms. Sinz mentioned that the breakout sessions addressed medical control, access and dispatch, disposition, and the professional role in EMS.  This event occurred on March 19, so next steps are in order.  Commissioner Van Gorder questioned a lawsuit from Enloe Hospital (perhaps others) regarding exclusive operating areas.  Ms. Sinz stated that a hearing occurred and that it is up to the judge to develop a ruling.

VIII.    EMS PERSONNEL


Trial Studies

Nancy Steiner, Chief reported on the trial study report from San Diego County that was received by EMS on June 26, 2006 for the approval of a trial study on the medical cardiac arrest as part of the American Resuscitation Outcomes Study.  She mentioned 

that she would get the correct study to the Commissioner as the one that was in the packet was incorrect.

She reported that although they were not required to do so by law, the members of the EMDAC Scope of Practice Committee did review the trial study request; their recommendation was that the study be approved.  She added that it will be conducted at 10 centers throughout the United States and Canada and will be funded by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, U.S. Department of Defense, and other institutes 
Ms. Steiner discussed the two components of the trial study: The impedance threshold device, and comparison of CPR.  
Commissioner Ogar had a question regarding the impedance device being added to current practice, to which Dr. Haynes gave an explanation of the device.  Commissioner Chairperson Corry then asked Dr. Haynes about CPR and shock.

Dr. Haynes explained that if CPR was started by a bystander then the trial begins when the first responders arrive.  Dr. Tharratt stated that randomization occurred at the time the first responder arrives.  Commissioner Van Gorder asked if any patients would be put at additional risk as a result of this study.  Dr. Haynes explained that although risks are a factor, at the end of the study it could show that one is better than the other.  He went on to report about the impedance device and how there is less experience with that.

FAST-MAG

Ms. Steiner reported that the EMSA did not approve a request from LA County (back in October 4, 2003) to add the administration of IV magnesium sulfate to the local option of scope of practice of paramedics, but they did approve the local optional medication administration.  

Dr. Starkman commented on how well the FAST-MAG-W is doing and he mentioned several individuals who were instrumental in that effort.  He went on to report about the study was the first of its kind, how many patients were enrolled and how he looked forward to continuing enrollment.  He concluded by stating that by the time 1,300 patients are enrolled, magnesium would be the potential therapy for acute stroke.

There were further discussions regarding a patient being routed to a specialty care center, when a patient would be actually enrolled in the trial (once an obvious stroke 
VIII.  
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

was identified), adverse reactions or complications, and placebo vs. actual administration of magnesium sulfate.

EMDAC’s Scope of Practice

Ms. Steiner discussed Scope of Practice and potential revisions to the scope of practice guidelines.  


Commissioner Chairperson Corry queried Dr. Tharratt about other additions to the Scope of Practice Committee.  Commissioners Ogar and Tharratt discussed proposed training document changes in the local policy.  Commissioner Chairperson Corry stated that it needs to be discussed in the Scope of Practice Committee and that it should be an open meeting.   Dr. Tharratt concurred and added that a local LEMSA community should decide about whether or not to add a scope.  

Rulemaking Calendar

Ms. Steiner commented that in 2007 EMS Authority is proposing to undergo three different rulemakings.  She also discussed the EMT-II regulation revisions, the National Registry, and revisions to the layperson AED regs.

NREMT Computer Based Testing Update

Ms. Steiner discussed Computer Based Testing issues for EMT and Paramedics.  
Sean Trask gave a report on the childcare program, the AED for health studios, and the EMT-II regulations.  

Charles Teddington, Chief of Enforcement, discussed enforcement activities. 
IX.
LEGAL


Dr. Aristeiguieta stated there would be no report since the legal counsel position is presently on hold.  He added that he hoped the vacancy would be filled by the next Commission meeting.

X.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES


Jeff Rubin, Chief, discussed developing an integrated statewide disaster medical response system, the purchase of three mobile field hospitals, and the recruitment, development, and implementation of the CalMAT teams.  He also discussed developing one unified statewide medical volunteer program.  He talked about the upcoming Rough and Ready exercise to be held August 25.  
XI.
FISCAL AND ADMINISTRATION


Dan Smiley spoke on Rick Trussel’s behalf, as he was unable to appear due to pressing Department of Finance fiscal issues.  
XII.
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA


In addition to the other items Commissioner Lee would like to hear about EMS in the California prison systems.   

Dr. Aristeiguieta mentioned that conversations regarding the issue have happened between himself and former Commissioner Angelo Salvucci.  Briefing documents will be available at the next Commission meeting. 

Commissioner Ogar would like an update on the progress of the Committee that was established on March 28, 2007.

XIII.
PUBLIC COMMENT


There was none.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT


Commission Chairperson Corry adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m.

