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DATE:

December 1, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley, Interim Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief

Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:
Public Health and Medical EF8 Emergency Operations Manual (EF8 EOM)
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information on the development of the Public Health and Medical EF8 Emergency Operations Manual. 

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

In December 2008, the EMS Authority published the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual (CDMOM) to define and standardize disaster medical response operational procedures and set performance guidelines to ensure that Californians are effectively served by the system’s new capabilities. 

Following the publication of CDMOM, a broad spectrum of stakeholders consisting of the EMS Authority, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), environmental health and EMS system participants, were brought together to develop the California Disaster Health Operations Manual (CDHOM) to address public health operations during emergencies.  The H1N1 influenza pandemic of Spring 2009 forced the workgroup to accelerate the introduction of an interim version of CDHOM in October 2009 to assist with the H1N1 response.  The Interim CDHOM was widely disseminated and used extensively during H1N1 and thereafter.

The stakeholder workgroup subsequently recommended that key elements of CDMOM be integrated with Interim CDHOM to create a unified document called the California Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual with an objective to provide standardized operational processes and performance guidelines to assist operational areas when assistance is needed during emergencies.  This approach is consistent with and meets the requirements of the State’s development of Emergency Functions (EFs) which mirror the 
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federal Emergency Support Functions (ESFs), as well as the principles reflected in the Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS) and State Emergency Plan.

The draft manual consists of a series of “cross-cutting” chapters that span common emergency management topics, including:

•           Public Health and Medical Coordination

•           Incident Considerations

•           Communication and Information Management

•           Resource Management 

•           Multi-Agency Coordination

•           Disaster Assistance

In addition to the cross-cutting chapters listed, a series of “function-specific” topics were created to address specific public health and medical topics, such as Hazardous Materials; Patient Transportation, Distribution and Management; Mass Fatality, etc.
The EMS Authority is in the process of obtaining constituent input on the draft manual and anticipates the manual to be subject to review and approval by the EMS Commission in March 2011.  
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