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California Trauma System Summit II: Improving Trauma Care through Statewide Trauma System Development
By Johnathan Jones, RN, BSN
About a year ago California’s trauma constituents met at the first California Statewide Trauma System Summit empowering Regional Trauma Coordinating Committees (RTCCs). The charge of the RTCC revolved around uniting the various trauma systems to form the “System of Systems.” Over the next year, the RTCCs met and addressed regional triage criteria, gap analysis, repatriation, funding, and RTCC structure. The RTCCs outlined their success, struggles, and vision during the California Statewide Trauma System Summit II in San Diego on September 21, 2009.

“There is a lot to celebrate here,” said Dr. Steve Tharratt, Director of the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMS Authority). “We have come such a long way in coordinating our efforts to improve care for the critically injured patient.” 

The State Trauma Advisory Committee, Chaired by Dr. David B. Hoyt, chose the summit format because it facilitated the seamless collaboration between the audience, consisting of more than 250  trauma stakeholders and trauma experts, with the speakers and panelists. 

Summit II, hosted by the University of California, San Diego Trauma Department, commenced with a range of presentations expressing local to international perspectives of trauma care, displaying a roadmap of trauma history, and introducing stakeholder expectations for future trauma care in California. Panel discussions included pediatric best practices, creative funding, and progress reports from the Regional Trauma Coordinating Committees. 

Dr. Robert Mackersie and Dr. A. Brent Eastman harnessed the vision of the group and identified next steps. Steps identified include (1) establishing a structured relationship for the RTCCs with the LEMSAs and the State EMS Authority; (2) profiling best practices of the RTCCs; (3) implementing a trauma registry with all of the LEMSAs; (4) writing an inclusive trauma plan; and (5) involving non-trauma hospitals in a statewide trauma system.
On September 23, 2009, Dr. R. Steven Tharratt, Director of the EMS Authority, appointed five additional members to the State Trauma Advisory Committee to specifically represent the RTCCs. The EMS Authority seeks to build a collaborative trauma system plan through the State Trauma Advisory Committee and the RTCCS.
“There was definitely a commitment to continue moving the statewide trauma system forward,” said Dr. Tharratt. “The participants showed a palpable enthusiasm for that outcome and the EMS Authority very much looks forward to continuing to build upon the success of this partnership.”

