EMT 2010 Project 

Criminal Background Check Information


General Requirements

AB 2917 requires that, starting July 1, 2010, all EMTs and Advanced EMTs have a California Department of Justice (DOJ) and Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal background check.  AB 2917 also requires that the certifying entity and the EMS Authority receive subsequent arrest notification from DOJ.  
Some EMT certifying entities do not receive background check information from DOJ while others have an ORI number which allows them to receive the background checks either with or without subsequent arrest notification and most certifying entities do not receive FBI background checks.   

The following instructions are divided into three sections: 
1. First is the section titled No ORI, Subsequent Arrest, or FBI and pertains to those agencies that do not receive DOJ background check information at all.  
2. Second is the section titled No Subsequent Arrest or FBI and pertains to those agencies that receive initial background check information but not subsequent arrest information or FBI background check information. 

3. Third is the section titled No FBI and pertains to the requirements for those agencies that meet 1 and 2 above, but need to receive FBI background checks.      

I. No ORI, Subsequent Arrest, or FBI

In order for your agency to continue certifying EMTs after July 1, 2010 you will need to complete and submit the following to the California Department of Justice as soon as possible:

1) A current resolution from your governing body which establishes the need for FBI background checks (current sample language has been posted to the EMT 2010 website).
2) A completed Live Scan Request application, which must include a request to receive DOJ and FBI background check information (http://ag.ca.gov/fingerprints/pdf/LiveScanPacketRev06.pdf). 

3) A Subsequent Arrest Service Contract (designating your agency as the primary recipient and the EMS Authority as the secondary recipient) (http://ag.ca.gov/fingerprints/forms/subarr.pdf).
In order to “grandfather” EMTs currently certified by your agency (which would exempt them from having to pay the initial $75 registry fee to the EMS Authority), you will need to complete the following prior to July 1, 2010:

1) You need to complete the steps 1 through 3 above as soon as possible.

2) All of your current EMTs will need to be fingerprinted to include subsequent arrest notification before July 1, 2010.

3) After July 1, 2010, all EMTs certifying with your agency for the first time will be required to complete DOJ and FBI background checks and have subsequent arrest notification with your agency as the primary recipient and the EMS Authority as the secondary recipient.  
4) The employer or certifying entity will need to certify that the individual is not precluded from EMT or EMT-II certification based on the following:

a. Has committed any sexually related offense specified under Section 290 of the Penal Code.

b. Has been convicted of murder, attempted murder, or murder for hire.

c. Has been convicted of two (2) or more felonies.

d. Is on parole or probation for any felony.
Individuals that meet all of the grandfathering provisions will not be required to resubmit fingerprint images for a FBI background check.  

II. No Subsequent Arrest or FBI

In order for your agency to continue certifying EMTs after July 1, 2010 you will need to complete and submit the following to the California Department of Justice as soon as possible:

1) A current resolution from your governing body which establishes the need for FBI background checks (current sample language has been posted to the EMT 2010 website).
2) A letter to DOJ on your agency's letterhead requesting:

a) that the FBI level of service be added for your agency; and  
b) the applicant type Emerg Med Tech Lic/Cert be added to your agency’s ORI.  The generic applicant type:  Lic/Cert/Permit will be disabled.  The letter must also include your ORI number.

3) A Subsequent Arrest Service Contract (http://ag.ca.gov/fingerprints/forms/subarr.pdf).   

In order to “grandfather” EMTs currently certified by your agency (which would exempt them from having to pay the initial $75 registry fee to the EMS Authority), you will need to complete the following prior to July 1, 2010:

1) You need to complete step 3 above as soon as possible.

2) All of your current EMTs will need to be re-fingerprinted to include subsequent arrest notification before July 1, 2010.

3) After July 1, 2010, all EMTs certifying with your agency for the first time will be required to complete DOJ and FBI background checks and have subsequent arrest notification with your agency as the primary recipient and the EMS Authority as the secondary recipient.  
4) The employer or certifying entity will need to certify that the individual is not precluded from EMT or EMT-II certification based on the following:

a. Has committed any sexually related offense specified under Section 290 of the Penal Code.

b. Has been convicted of murder, attempted murder, or murder for hire.

c. Has been convicted of two (2) or more felonies.

d. Is on parole or probation for any felony.
Individuals that meet all of the grandfathering provisions will not be required to resubmit fingerprint images for a FBI background check

III. No FBI

In order for your agency to continue certifying EMTs after July 1, 2010 you will need to complete and submit the following to the California Department of Justice as soon as possible:

1) A current resolution from your governing body which establishes the need for FBI background checks (current sample language has been posted to the EMT 2010 website).
2) A letter to DOJ on your agency's letterhead requesting:

a) that the FBI level of service be added for your agency; and  
b) that the retainable applicant type Emerg Med Tech Lic/Cert be added to your agency’s ORI.  The generic applicant type:  Lic/Cert/Permit will be disabled.  The letter must also include your ORI number.

After July 1, 2010, all EMTs certifying with your agency for the first time will be required to complete DOJ and FBI background checks and have subsequent arrest notification with your agency as the primary recipient and the EMS Authority as the secondary recipient.  
If you need additional assistance please contact Adam Morrill at the EMS Authority at amorrill@emsa.ca.gov or 916-322-4336 ext. 436, or for DOJ specific questions you may contact Martha Cook at Martha.Cook@doj.ca.gov, or 916-227-3809. 
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