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MINUTES

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

MARRIOTT HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

DECEMBER 6, 2006
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Sheldon Gilbert; Colleen Kuhn; Bruce Lee; Anmol Mahal, MD; Louis Meyer; Helen Najar; Jan Ogar, R.N.; Lewis Stone; Steve Stranathan; Chris Van Gorder; Ramon Johnson, M.D.; Megan Corry; Eugene Hardin, M.D.; Robert MacKersie, M.D.; R. Steven Tharratt, M.D.; David Herfindahl, M.D.
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

None.
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:

Cesar Aristeiguieta, MD; Daniel Smiley; Sean Trask; Rick Trussell; Bonnie Sinz, Luanne Heuer; Julie Hamilton, Patty Shackleton; Nancy Steiner; Rae DeLong; and Susan Jensen 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:

Stephanie Rasmussen, Rancho Cucamonga Fire Department
Barbara Pletz, RN, San Mateo EMS Agency

Samantha Verga, Los Angeles County Association of Prehospital Coordinators
Kristine Cone, Los Angeles County Association of Prehospital Coordinators

Barry Fisher, Ventura County EMSA

Nancy Lapolla, Santa Barbara County

Carmel Angelo, San Diego EMS

David Ghilarducci, M.D., Santa Clara County EMS

Marcy Metz, San Diego County EMS

Michael Osur, Riverside County EMS

Eric Rudnick, NorCal EMS

Carol Meyer, LA EMS

Greg Boswell, OLEMS

Larry Karsteadt, North Coast EMS

Bonny Martignoni, Coastal Valleys EMS

P. Leighton, Emergency Training Services Inc.
David Bashier, Emergency Training Services Inc
Mike Metro, Cal Chiefs/LA County Fire

David Buettner, U.C. San Francisco

John Sitar, Ontario Fire

Ray Ramirez Jr., Ontario Fire

Joe Powell, Rialto Fire

Scott Jones, Victor Valley College

Bryan Cleaver, Coastal Valley EMS

Brian MacGavin, Riverside County EMS Agency

Sabina Imrie, Cal Chiefs/EMS

Debbie Meier, Cal Chiefs/EMS

Anna Valdez, San Joaquin County EMS

Joanne Stonecipher, California Paramedic Program Directors

Matt Powers, North County Fire Authority

Debbie Becker, Central California EMS Agency

Terry Murphy, M.D., El Dorado County EMS/EMDAC

Miles Julihn, El Dorado County EMS

Pamela Martinez, Ontario Fire Department/EMS Cal Chiefs

Brad Van Ert, Downey Fire/EMS Cal Chiefs

Bob O’Brien, Cal Chiefs
Ted Peterson, Cal Chiefs

Mari Hartwig, Cal Chiefs

John Montalbano, First Responder EMS Sacramento

Stuart E. Heard, California Poison Control System

Ellen Chavez, California Poison Control System

Maureen Shanahan, City College, EMT Program
Mary Allen, City College of San Francisco
Arthur Hsieh, San Francisco Paramedic Association

Dana Solomon, California Ambulance Association

Tom Way, Atascadero City Fire

Chuck Baucom, Merced County

Michael Frenn, Solano

Dorothy Bizzini

Richard Watson

Virginia Hastings, Inland Counties Emergency Medical Agency 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Louis Meyer, Chairman, at 9:40 a.m.
II.
CLOSED SESSION


Training on Conflict of Interest and Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act Education.

III.
Recognitions


Introduction of new commissioners, R. Steven Tharratt MD and David Herfindahl MD.

Presentation made by L. Meyer, Chairman, to Chuck Baucom in recognition of his years of service as an EMS Commissioner.  


Presentation made by Mike Metro to Ron Blaul in recognition of his receiving the James O. Page Award.

III.
Recognitions (continued)


Presentation made by L. Meyer, Chairman, to Dorothy Bizzini in recognition of her years of service as an EMS Commissioner.  

IV.
Review and Approval of the SEPTEMBER 27, 2006 Commission Minutes

Corrections to be made:  Page 12 it states “National Registries Pandemic Exam” when it should read “National Registry’s Paramedic Exam.”  


Dr. Mahal stated his name was misspelled throughout the report.  It should be “Mahal” not “Mahol”
Action:  Moved (Kuhn), seconded (Van Gorder) passed unanimously to approve the Minutes. 
V.
THE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Director Cesar Aristeiguieta, M.D., gave an update on the different programs.

1. EMS Personnel:  Disciplinary policies and procedures were discussed 

2. EMT-I Licensure:  Discussion of veto of AB 2554.  CHHS Agency is now involved and the discussions are soon to be reinstituted.

3. EMS Systems:  Discussion of the trauma plan that was recently issued by EMSA and has been reviewed by the Governor’s Office.  It is a road map for the next steps that we need to do to create a statewide trauma system.  Discussion of Exclusive Operating Areas for transportation.  The EMS Authority has been sued.  The lawsuit originates out of Butte County and we are continuing to address this.  
4. Disaster Medical Services Division:  Discussion of their preparation for the state for medical disasters and the medical mutual aid system.  Last year EMSA asked for a lot of new resources that had not existed in state government like medical mutual aid to areas affected by disaster.  This included ESAR-VHP, 3 mobile field hospitals, and 3 CalMATS.  Staff has also been working on existing assets such as Medical Reserve Corps.
Commissioner Ogar had asked for some input into the Governor’s task force on health care issues.  The Governor has convened an advisory group, headed by Herb Schultz, that is looking at health care in the State of California.  As of right now, EMSA does not have a clear direction as to which way this is heading.  The only thing that is well-known is that the governor wants to make sure there is improved health care coverage for those not covered.  The Governor does not believe that a universal/single payer system is the answer.
V.
THE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)


Dr. Aristeiguieta gave an update regarding the local EMS Agency Disciplinary Quality Review.  This is a state mandated requirement that all local EMS Agencies must have their LEMSA disciplinary policies known and approved by EMSA.  There are 15 LEMSAs that have accepted policies; 10 have submitted plans and we have requested additional information or modifications; and the rest we have not heard from.  EMSA has communicated with the LEMSAs to make sure they get their policies in.  

There was discussion regarding DUI/Drug prioritization and what steps have been taken to inform/educate employers.  

Commissioner Meyer expressed concern regarding the length of time for case resolution.  There was discussion regarding EMSA being under resourced in the past and the steps that have been taken to improve the process and hire staff to expedite this process.  

Commissioner Gilbert asked if commissioners/stakeholders will be given a chance to review and give input on disciplinary policies.  Dr. Aristeiguieta stated that the commission approves the disciplinary guidelines.  

VI.
CONSENT CALENDAR

Action:  Moved (Stone), seconded (Najar) passed unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar.
VII.
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS 



Nominations for Chair:  Megan Corry was nominated by Louis Meyer.


Nominations for Vice Chair:  Dr. Tharratt was nominated by Dr. Johnson.


Nominations for Administrative Committee:  Bruce Lee was nominated by Megan Corry.  Sheldon Gilbert was nominated by Louis Meyer.
VIII.
MEETING DATES



The dates were proposed as the fourth Wednesday in March, June, and September and the first Wednesday in December for the next two years.  The locations would be Los Angeles in March, Sacramento in June, San Diego in September, and San Francisco in September.  


Action:  Moved (Stranathan), seconded (Hardin) passed unanimously to accept the dates for the next two year’s Commission Meetings.
IX.
EMS SYSTEMS

Bonnie Sinz, Chief, introduced several new staff members to the Commission including Patty Shackleton, Luanne Heuer, and Julie Hamilton.
IX.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)


Standards and Guidelines have been drafted and they have been out for a pre-public comment period with the EMS Administrators and EMS Medical Director’s Association.  There was quite a bit of comment received.  There will be adjustments made and the committee will be reconvened to look at the comments prior to redraft.  Once it is redrafted, there will be another prepublic conference prior to going to public conference.  

EMSA is awaiting further direction from the Governor’s office and the Health and Human Services Agency regarding the trauma plan.  EMSA will start working on trauma registry.  There will be a feasibility study done.  EMSA is looking at the national data trauma registry, which is sponsored through the American College of Surgeons.  It is noted that California’s plan exceeds the criteria for the definition of a trauma patient.  


On CEMSIS, the public comment period for the EMS data is over.  The data elements that went through public comment are NEMSIS compliant.  Data committee will be reconvened.  

EMS for Children recently held a conference in November and it was very successful.  They were able to provide six rural EMS scholarships for rural EMS people that have difficulty getting into the cities.  There are three major documents that EMSC is working on that were provided to the EMS Administrators and EMS Medical Director’s Association.  One has to do with Emergency Department Preparedness for the care of the pediatric patient.  This was based on the AAP document.  The second document was a policy statement on the care of pediatric trauma patient’s in a nonpediatric trauma center.  The third document was the pediatric ambulance and first responder equipment list.  


Regarding the Healthcare Access Task Force, EMSA is developing a concept paper.  There are three sections that are awaiting information.  Once all the information is received, the concept paper will be redeveloped and sent back to everyone on the task force for discussion.  It will be dealing with diversion, patient parking, ambulance turnaround times and alternate receiving facilities for ambulance traffic.  


Regarding trauma, the trauma data system is going to start us off on the right track.  California Hospital Association is going to be assisting with the development of data for cost of trauma systems and cost of care in trauma centers.  It was felt there was a strong need for an education component because the public sometimes does not understand what trauma is.  There was discussion on funding. 
X.
POISON CONTROL SYSTEM PRESENTATION


Stuart Heard, Executive Director, gave a presentation on the Poison Control System.  There was discussion regarding budgets and projected budget shortfalls.
XI.
EMS PERSONNEL

Nancy Steiner, Chief, discussed trial studies.  (See report)  There was also discussion of the test results for the EMT-B examinations and National Registry.  (See report) 

Nancy Steiner discussed enforcement issues.  (See report)

Sean Trask gave a report on the EMT-II regulations. (See report)
XII.
LEGAL


Rae DeLong discussed the Legal Office Activity.  (See report)
XIII.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES

Jeff Rubin, Chief, discussed the goal of a rapid response for disaster medical by developing an umbrella of services with a clear set of policies, guidelines, and directions.  There was discussion of the draft of the California Disaster Medical Response Plan.  There was discussion of ESAR-VHP, Mobile Field Hospitals, CalMATs, Disaster Ambulance Support Unit Project, and the Statewide Medical and Health Disaster Exercise.  (See reports)  

Dr. Cesar discussed the money received for Personal Protective Equipment for ambulance personnel and the fact that there is still money available.  
XIV.
FISCAL AND ADMINISTRATION

Rick Trussell, Budget Officer, discussed fiscal and administrative issues.  (See report)
XV.
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Commissioner Ogar would like to have discussion on the plans to update the regulations regarding AEDs.  Sean Trask discussed the regulations.  EMSA is developing brochures that describe the rules and regulations to be distributed to as many health clubs as possible.
xvi.
PUBLIC COMMENT


Dan Solomon, California Ambulance Association, gave an award to Louis Meyer in recognition of his service to the Ambulance Association.
xvii.
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Meyer adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m.
