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DATE:

March 24, 2010

TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director

PREPARED BY:
Ken Bobinski, Interim Chief

Enforcement Unit

SUBJECT:

Enforcement Report
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

Receive updated information on the Enforcement Unit activities.  
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.

DISCUSSION:
Unit Staffing
The Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA), Enforcement Unit staff consist of the following:  one Supervising Special Investigator; two Senior Special Investigators; three Special Investigators; three retired annuitant Senior Investigators (formerly CHP/Paramedic Officers); one Associate Governmental Program Analyst/Probation Monitor; and one (1) Student Assistant.  

Recent changes to the Unit include the departure of Enforcement Chief, Charles Teddington; Special Investigator, Jaime Collins; and Student Assistant, Brian Liomin.  Each has accepted positions with other state agencies.  Senior Special Investigator, Ken Bobinski, is currently serving in the capacity of the Interim Enforcement Chief until a replacement is selected. 

Enforcement History
Dating back to 1995, EMSA’s Enforcement Unit has been tasked to conduct statewide investigations related to civil and criminal violations of the California Health and Safety Code, Division 2.5, on approximately 17,910 currently active Paramedics.
Beginning, July 1, 2010, the Enforcement Unit will have some new responsibilities related to background checks on Emergency Medical Technicians and Advanced Emergency Medical Technicians.    

Administrative investigations related to allegations of Paramedic misconduct are initiated on both civil and criminal violations.  The Unit is additionally required to conduct administrative investigations, based on reports generated by law enforcement agencies and courts where Paramedics have been arrested and convicted of criminal offenses that may conflict with the Paramedic’s scope of practice when providing emergency medical treatment to the public.

Investigative Caseload

The following information presented is a summary of the currently available data extracted from the paramedic database.  

A summary of the 2009 cases includes:

Case Opened:

364

Cases Closed: 

360

Probation:


222

A summary of the 2010 cases includes:

Cases Opened:

38

Cases Closed: 

53


Currently on Probation:
237

Age of Cases

The Enforcement Unit currently has 180 cases in open status.  Of the cases that are currently open in investigation, greater than 50% have been opened for less than 180 days. The average time for completion of a case is 195 days.  
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