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DISCUSSION:

EMS Authority (EMSA) staff are currently reviewing and responding to public comments received during the 45-day public comment period on the proposed changes to the EMT Regulations.  The proposed changes include the following:
1. Incorporate the National EMS Education Standards;

2. Incorporate the National EMT Instructional Guidelines;

3. Increase the required EMT course hours from 120 to 160 hours (144 hours of didactic training and 16 hours of clinical experience);

4. Amend the scope of practice to mirror the National EMS Scope of Practice Model;
5. Clean-up sections of the regulations to provide more clarity.

Attached for the Commission’s review is the public comments table from the 45-day public comment period.  Some amendments are being made to the proposed EMT Regulations as a result of comments received and EMSA staff are preparing to release those amendments for a 15-day public comment period.  It is anticipated that the proposed regulation changes will be ready for the Commission’s approval at the March 2012 meeting. 

Some of the critical issues identified from the 45-day public comment period are:
1. Scope of practice – In general, there was support for adopting the scope of practice items from the National Scope of Practice Model.  A few comments were received recommending the addition of blood glucose testing by EMTs.  Because the finger stick is an invasive procedure, the EMS Authority is not including this in the scope of practice.  Current EMT Regulations allow for EMTs to set up for ALS procedures under the direction of an Advanced EMT or paramedic which would allow an EMT to assist with the blood glucose test, excluding the finger stick.   
2. Hours of Training –  A number of comments were received both supporting and opposing the proposed 40-hour increase in EMT training.  The EMS Authority will continue to recommend the minimum hours of training to be 160 (144 hours didactic and 16 hours clinical) due to the increased clinical hours and the increased emphasis on pathophysiology in the didactic portions in the new instructional guidelines.  The EMS Authority initially recommended a six month transition period for existing EMT training programs to meet the increase in hours, however, because of comments received, the EMS Authority will recommend that transition period be increased to twelve months giving curriculum committees ample time to meet and implement the increased number of hours.   
3. Clinical Training – The new Educational Standards recommend 10 patient contacts in the clinical portion of EMT training.  The proposed EMT Regulations require five actual patient contacts.  The EMS Authority has not increased the minimum patient contacts due to the increased difficulty in obtaining clinical training slots in emergency rooms and on ambulances or rescue vehicles as reported by EMT training programs.    

4. Instructional Guidelines – A number of comments were received that recommended not requiring the instruction guidelines be adopted in this revision.  The reason for this recommendation is that the instructional guidelines are not intended to be all inclusive and may become outdated with time.  The EMS Authority is proposing that the instructional guidelines remain as the minimum course content in order to standardize the minimum course content for the state’s EMT training programs and to allow EMT training programs to prepare their students for the National Registry examinations. In the future if the instructional guidelines become outdated, the EMT Regulations can be amended.      
Attachment: 
45-Day Public Comments Table
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