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         Disaster Medical Assistance Team 

Why Pharmacists ON DMAT teams?

A critical member of the DMAT team, the Pharmacist is responsible for the compounding of prescriptions of physicians and other licensed practitioners at the site of a disaster or major emergency.  The Pharmacist:

· Carries out clinical pharmacy functions of drug selection, compounding, and

dispensing of varied range of therapeutic agents.

· Develops special formulas, extemporaneous compounding and special preparations.

· Resolves problems in the area of biopharmaceutical effectiveness, including problems concerning solubility, stability, incompatibility, etc.

· Provides authoritative advice to the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) disaster teams concerning contra-indications and side effects of drugs.

· Provides information based on experience in dealing with the medical staff regarding questions concerning concentration, number of dosages in a solution, etc.  Suggests alternative medications to avoid incompatibilities, alleviate side effects, overcome potentiating drug combinations and prevent antagonistic reactions.

· Supervises performance of the Pharmacy Assistant and Pharmacy Technician.  Carries out a full range of administrative duties in the performance of supervisory responsibilities.   

What are the qualification standards for Pharmacists as members of a DMAT team?

· 4-Year Bachelor’s degree in pharmacy plus one year professional experience

· Licensed to practice pharmacology in a State, the District of Columbia, or a U.S. Territory

How to get more information or join a California DMAT team?

The California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) has extensive information and membership applications on its website:  www.emsa.ca.gov or you may call the Authority at (916) 322-4336.
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